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Continued from No. 6 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ARNOLD] one 
week age—a speech that had the start of bis friend 
from Massachusetts—not twenty-four hours, but 
seven days; his friénd deprecated party excitement, 
sach as had been exhibited by the gentleman from 
Tennessee; and this was called by the gentleman 
from Indiana throwing a firebrand into the House. 
He asked the gentleman from Tennessee, in the 
language of imprecation, or of depreeation, why 
these criminations and recriminations between the 
Whig party and the Administration should be con- 
tinued. “Have you, gentlemen,” he asked, “gained 
anything by this war upon John Tyler? —any- 
ibing by this game of heading Captain Tyler or 
dying? Have you gained anything in warring 
against the veto—this fixed fact in the Constitu- 
tion? Have you gained anything by alempting to 
jear the Constitution in tatters? Have the elec- 
tions not satisfied you, in the name of sense, and 
in the name of interest, that this war of crimina- 
tion and recrimination has not helped your party— 
that the people are not satisfied withi'?” This 
language of his friend from Massachusetts, ap- 
pealing to common sense, to patriotism, and 
io good f-eling, had been denounced by the 
gentleman from Indiana as the throwing of 
a firebrand into the House. The gentleman 
said tbat there was no tempest, no war of 
offence or defence at this session of Congress, 
un'i] the gentleman from Massachusutts began it. 
He (Mr. W.) would say that he never did 
begin it, even in reply; he deprecated crimination 
and recrimination, and the assault that was made 
on him, was made by one of the friends of the gen- 
tleman from Iodiana. Sir, ( said Mr. W.,) we 
were not disposed to enter inte such conflicts. In 
one respect, the gentleman was right. He would 
admit to him that bis fricnd from Massachusetts 
would have been inthe wrong, if he had commen- 
ced this war on the Whig party; and that it would 
have been acruel war, an inhuman war, and a 
most wanton and unnecessary attack. Whai! at- 
tack the Whig party now? He would as soon 
think of striking a woman, or kicking a dead body. 
The people themselves (said Mr. W.) have made 
the attack; the elections have decided the matter; 
and all that we were doing with those of them who 
are alive at this time, and able to rise on this floor 
and make assaults on the President of the United 
States and his -friends, was to ask permission to 
hold back, and say to them “hands off!” This 
was all they wanted to-do, for really they must be 
permitted the privilege of self-detence; and, if at- 
tacked with deadly weapons, to defend themselves 
with the most effective means in their power. Now, 
the protest of his friend from Massachusetts, so 
far from being intended to irritate and mortify 
his opponents, was, with the memory of his old 
connexions with the Whig party, most calmly and 
affectionately addressed to them, protesting against 
this useless and unprovoked war they were 
continually making upon the Administration. 
What did he do next? He told them that 
they had made a fatal war upon the Constitution, 
and upon the real interestsand prosperity of the 
country; and that upon this fixed power in the 
Constitution their angry emotions were dashed into 
spray, as if from some mighty rock that was wash- 
by the surges of the ocean. [t was not the 
President that his friend alluded to—not his power; 
bat the moral power of the people of the country; 
and the gentleman, in derision of the “fixed fact,” 
argued that there was no moral power nor spirit of 
resistance in the people against attacks on our 
Constitution. He would say to them, in the Jan- 
guage of Curran, speaking of the British constitu- 
lion, tbat our Constitution would survive more 
than flames, more than conflagration; and that its 
spirit, throughout all these conflicts of party, walked 
safely abrcad, fixed in the bosoms of the people, 
enlivening them, moving them, actuating them, 
and guarding them, as it was guarded by them. 
Defeat upon defeat, he had told gentlemen, had 
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been only followed by malevolence towards the 
President, and opposition to the Constitution as it 
is; and he had begged gentlemen to allow reason 
to resume i's throne, to cease the strife of faction, 
and to take the best thing they could get for their 
country and for their constituents. In the third place, 
his friend [Mr. Cusaine] went farther—recurring, 
doubiless, to the violent war carried on in another 
quarter, out cf the House, against the Administra- 
tion, by the metropolitan organ of ultra Democ- 
racy—and he hoped he should be able to «xempt 
ninety-nine out of every bundred of the Demo- 
cratic party; but a few leaders of that party were 
determined that Jehn Tyler should not have the 
creditof Republicanism and Democracy with their 
people and their followers, if they could help it— 
men who themselves were looking, not to prin- 
ciples, but to men. His friend [Mr. Cusnine] 
warned the moderate Democra's, who go for prin- 
ciples and not for men, to beware of the example 
of ultraism set by the Whigs before them. The 
Whigs could not get a Bank of the United States, 
and they preferred a war to the next best measure; 
and that war had broken them to pieces on the 
bosses of the Execuiive vetoes. His friend warned 
the Democrats, too, on their part, to prefer the next 
best measure to their extreme measure of a sub- 
treasury, and not to rush their majority in the 
coming Congress on that same rock. The ex- 
*hortation was to all parties to avoid extremes, 
an‘ at this time to attend to the real interesis and 
honor—he might say, of moderation and of 
reason. In the fourth place, he [Mr. Cusninc] 
warned—or threatened, if they pleased-—the ultras of 
both sides, who were disposed to make war on the 
administration of the public affairs—who were 
disposed to make war on the Constitution—to 
take the best measures which they could obtain 
now, and for years to come, for the public good; 
that if they persisted in an internecine war cn the 
Administration and the friends of the Administra- 
tion, they might rue the result; that the Adminis- 
tration was based on an honest attempt, without 
a party, to serve the country—to do the best in its 
power for the people; that opposition to such an 
Administration, by either or any party, would not 
offend the President, would not cffend patronage; 
but it might and would bring them in collision with 
the Constitution, and might and would offend the 
people, and the moderate masses of all parties; that 
the adherence which the Administration had ob- 
tained of the moderate and considerate portion of 
our Republican people, went on defeating faction 
and serving the country, and might defeat 
the uliras of all parties, and place power in 
the hands of the representatives of moderate 
principles and measures. But, fifthly, he went 
further. He warned the gentlemen of all parties, 
that if the President of the United States, in fol- 
lowing a straight-forward line of duty—in pursu- 
ing a strict line of rectitude, from which he 
could not depart—could not be supported by one 
party in that course,—he would ask any party to 
come to the help—not his help, but the help of 
the country and its best interests. And permit him 
to say, (and he eould call upon the Speaker to 
prove the troth of what he said: he could also 
call upon every man present whom, eighteen 
months ago, he could call a “brother Whig,” to 
prove its truth,) that it was proclaimed by the Whig 
party, that whenever they placed their President in 
the Executive chair, he should be the President of 
the nation, and not the President merely of a par- 
ty. What did they hear during the whole time of 
General Jackson’s and Mr. Van Buren’s admini:- 
trations, vociferated by the Whigs, in every form 
of emphasis, in every variety of accent, in every 
tone of derision and denunciation? They heard 
the party (and fhe party was always italicised) 
spoken of with contempt and horror, as doing 
so and so; that the party in power did not pro- 
fess to be the representatives of the people, but 
of the party. Now, that was all the sentiment 
avowed by the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
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(Mr. Cusninc,}] thet when the Administration 
submitted any question, not toa party, but to the 
Representatives of the people in the Congress of 
the United States assembled—ihe Represen'atives 
of the people of the whole nation—that they should 
pass the best measure, and the people would care 
not if it were passed by one party or by another. 
Away with their parties. Party had i's uses, and 
party had its abuses. The only good use of a party 
was to subserve the will of the majority—to sub- 
serve the will of the people. The abuse of party 
was to defeat the will of the people; and when 
party undertook to control the will of the people, 
it was then that a President of the United States 
did the most patriotic act that a public functionary 
could do, by arraying the power of the Constitu- 
tion against the power of party. And for basing the 
President on these solid principles—for putting the 
Whigs on their own professions and their own sen- 
timents—sentiments to which he (Mr. W.) ad- 
hered—that the President of the United S:ates was 
not to be a party President—that he was not to 
look to the Whigs alone, or tothe Democrats 
alone, but to the Representatives of the people, in 
their representative capacity, and not in their party 
relations;—it was on sentiments like these, remon- 
strances like these, warnings like these, that the 
gentleman irom Indiana (Mr. Trompson] had 
based the declaration that an honorable Rep- 
resentative from one of the most honora- 
ble States in this Union had set up the 
Executive power and the spoils of office to 
the highest bidder. He would say to that gentle- 
man—and that gentleman knew the respect whieh 
he (Mr. Wise) bore him—that it pained him to 
hear such a monstrous perversion of facts from a 
gentleman so respectable; it grieved him to hear 
such a monstrons perversion of the sayings and 
doings of an adversary. It could neither do good 
to the cause which ihat gentleman advocated, nor 
credit to himself. And to the gentleman from Ver- 
mont—who had an equal title to his respect with 
the gentleman from Indiana—he would say, that 
the people of the United States could now judge 
well of Whig testimony, and of Whig facts, and 
of Whig proofs and inferences. when a gentleman 
rose on that floor, and asserted, vithout proof or 
knowledge on the subject, and in the face of a con- 
tradiction, that a speech delivered in that House 
the day before yesterday was well prepared, and 
was semi-official. In behalf of his friend from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Cusaiva,] he would declare, 
before the House, that, so far as one gentleman 
could judge of the mind and preparation of an- 
other, he did believe—as the gentleman assured 
him was the fact—that the speech was impromptu, 
without consultation, and without any pretence of 
preparation. And yet, in the face of these 
facts, gentlemen could boldly rise up, and 
say, on the one side, that the geutleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnina] was speaking from 
authority ; and, on the other, that it was an elab- 
orate speech and semi-official. Now, there was a 
moral in this, and it was this: Those gentlemen, 
without other facts than those that were unknown, 
and disputed facts which occurred out of that 
House, had been giving to the country their state- 
ments, interpretations, and constructions. And now 
let him reason from the known to the unknown, 
and what would their testimony be worth before a 
jury of their country? If a gentleman from Indi- 
ana could rise, and, in the face of two hundred wit- 
nesses who heard what was said, and saw whal was 
done, so monstrously misrepresent what was said 


| and done, as to say that there had been a hawt 


a shameless hawking of the Executive power an 

the spoils of office ; if he could thus pervert the 
facts, in the face of two hundred witnesses—what 
were his convictions worth about facts which were 
disputed or unknown? That was the spirit of party. 
He did not attribute deliberate falsehood to the 
genilemen—fat be it from him to attribute any 
such thing to them. No; bat so malign was the 
spirit of patty, that, when it seized on the mind of 
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a «..a0, it embittered bis heart, it blinded his vision, 
and it extinguished al! charity in the haman bosom. 
Yes, it would set an editor in the chair editorial to 
ior.nent his ingenuity to pervert the meaning of an 
opposing party. But were they editors} Were 
(bey scavengers in that ball, to heap up filth against 
each other? Were they to rack their ingenuity to 
see how they could torture truth, and pervert it for 
the malign parposes of party? Or had they seats 
there as representatives of the people, to deal fairly 
with each other—to meet each other’s facts and ar- 
guments, and, in the collision of debate, to elicit 
irath? Were they lawyers, that were trying to 
‘make the worse appear the better cause?” Or 
wee they gentlemen of sincerity and truth, who 
believed the cause they advocated was the best 
cause, and that it needed neither perversion nor 
misrepresentation to aid it? He appealed to every 
gentleman who had heard that debate, whether 
jastice had been done to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuseit:; and whether he had been guilty of an 
open, bold, shameless hawking of the spoils of 
Government. 


He found that his time was nearly out, while 
what be bad said was but the mere beginning—the 
mere clariog up of what had been said by his 
frond from Massachusetts. He wanted, if the 
rulegof the House would give him the time, to 
prove the wisdom of the remonstrances, and the 
warnings, and the imprecations of his friend from 
Ma-sachusetts; and he would recar to the history 
of the past, even up to the present moment, to 
show to the ultras of both parties the wisdom of 
his declarations—the moralily of his declarations— 
and the truth of his declarations. And in the dis- 
cussion of that history, he would touch on some 
facts about which he bad not spoken as yet, and 
some facts which had been touched upon by the 
gentleman from Indiana; but he would not go into 
those facts at the present time. He had been 
waiting, and he would continne to wait, for the 
time for vindication;—and that occasion was when 
that honest impeachment should be brought up. 
Bat he did not see his colleague (Mr. Borrts] in his 
seat, who had openly and privately proclaimed that 
he would impeach the President. He (Mr. Wiser) 
was afraid, before that day came, his colleague 
would pot have it in his power to vote on that 
question. But to return. There were facts 
behind the curtain undeveloped; but when the 
gentleman from Virgigia [Mr. Borrs] should bring 
the President of the United States before the Sen- 
ate, he (Mr. Wis) should be ready to speak of 
some facts which were within his own knowl- 
edge; at present, however, in anticipation of 
ibe day of impeachment, he should content himself 
with saying tkat, whatever others might say of 
him, be felt, and was proud to feel, that he had 
within him as good instinct as other men of what 
was honorable, and just, and true. He would say 
further, that there was no man in this country who 
had had better opportunity to know the secret 
movements of the Whig party, and of the Execu- 
tive, and of thecaucases and councils of the Whig 
party there, than he had. And he believed he might 
justly go further; for he stood in a position to know 
both sider-—and his constituents knew enough of 
him to believe him if he were doubted there—yes, 
there wasa people who knew and would believe 
him, when he made to them the declaration that, 
notwithstanding all that bad been uttered, notwith- 
standing all that had been published, not half was 
known, not half was published; and when all was 
known, when all was published, he believed the 
world, in its jadgment, would sustain him in the 
opinion he now declared—that no man on earth 
ever acted with purer motive—no man on earth 
ever acted with purer design—that no man’s in- 
tentions were ever farther from crime, or guilt, or 
perfidy, than John Tyler’s. 

He would go further than this—and he hoped 
that gentlemen of the Whig party would not take 
his remarks as reproachful to them, as he spoke 
for no one in pariicular here—he would say, when 
the truth became known, that the anthors of the cal- 
omnies against the President’s character and reputa- 
tion, where he should be found guilty of treason 
and of perfidy, would be found guilty of a triple 
treason and a triple perfidy. He believed this, 
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from the full knowledge which he had acquired of 
the designs and movements of both parties. He 
might say that he bad been intimate with the mo- 
tives and movements of the Whig party; and he 
would now proclaim a fact which hitherto had not 
been before the public gaze. In all the discussions 
on the subject, the disease—the cancer, which had 
eaten up ils very vitals—of the Whig. party, had 
been assigned an origin no farther back than the 
called session of Congress in 1841. The fact 
was, the disease of the Whig party dated far- 
ther back; and gentlemen on that floor knew 
jtas well as himself. It dated from the first organ- 
ization of the Cabinet of Gen. Harrison. Had 
Harrison lived, the party would have been divided 
even more than at the present time. He should 
speak plainly, in order that both sides might un- 
derstand him. The real difficulties in the Whig 
party originated with the jealousies of two great 
leaders of that party—Daniel Webster and Henry 
Clay. Daniel Webster was placed by Henry Clay 
in a post in the line of unsafe precedents, (the re- 
porter might mark it—he did not say safe prece- 
dents.) It was as notorious as the sunlight of mid- 
day, that Daniel Webster was the favorite ef the 
then President, Harrison. Alithcugh Gen. Harri- 
son felt no enmity to Henry Clay, yet he never 
wou'd have given him his good will. Henry Clay 
took his position in the Senate, and Daniel Web- 
ster in the Cabinet, at the head of the State Depart- 
ment. But it was a mistake to put Mr. Webster 
in the Department of State. True, he had the 
power of patronage—the giving of office, the. dis- 
tribution of the stars and garters of the Adminis- 
tration; but what had Clay with which to check- 
mate him? He answered, the power of confirma- 
tion or rejection of all appointments, in the Senate. , 

The House had witnessed a great ou'break and 
clamor against the veto power of the Executive. 
He would ask, is not power at the beginning of 
jaws greater than the power of the vetc? Give 
him the initiation of laws, and he would cheerfully 
give to the President the power of the veto. Here- 
tofore, the President had not only the veto power, 
but also the initiation of legislation. 

Turning to the Speaker, he disclaimed making 
avy implication, either directly or indirectly, around 
or about, having reference to the conduct of that 
officer. Yet, he must say that the leader of a par- 
ty—possessing, in fact, the Speaker’s chair—con- 
trolling the appointment of con mittees, the organ- 
jzation of the House, the forms of business—de- 
ciding what should be entertained in the commit- 
tees, and what in the House—prescribing the man- 
ner in which all propositions ‘should be intro- 
duced, and eventually giving shape and substance 
to every measure—did indeed possess a great de- 
gree of power. Gentlemen might talk of the one- 
man power of the President; but he knew not of a 
greater one-man power than that actually exercised 
in the initiation of legislation. The great leader 
had taken especial care to hoid the entire control 
over the initiation of business, by empleying all 
the machinery of the organization of the House to 
accomplish his purposes. He had everything that 
could aid him at command, and all that was left 
was the power of thé Constitution in the hands of 
the President. 


Thus, therefore, whilst one of these great rival 
leaders had possession of the patronage of the Gov- 
ernment, the other held a seat in the Senate, and 
was omnipotent in the House of Representatives. 
Was it not notorious that the candidate of one 
for the collectorship of the port of New York was 
Edward Curtis, and the candidate of the other Mr. 
Wetmore? Was it not universally known here, 
when the Cabinet was first organized, that the ap- 
pointment of collector to the port of New York 
was atest of the strength of the two rivals with 
General Harrison? There were other facis con- 
nected with this subject in his knowledge, which 
he bad not spoken of, and which he should hold 
sacred. But he now proclaimed it, that, had Har- 
rison lived until this time, the ultra Clay clique 
would have been united with the Democratic par- 
ty, and warring in common with them, not for any 

articular candidate, but against Daniel Webster. 

e seeds of disunion were sown in the Cabinet of 
General Harrison, and sprouted death to the Whig 


party. He (Mr. W.) had, on many occasions, 
heard men on that floor commence speeches in the 
most lugnbrious and dolorous strain, lament; 
over the death of Harrison, and then following v 
their preface with an attack upon the character 
and administration of John Tyler, attributing ai! 
the evils of the times to the fact of his being Preg;. 
dent. These lamentations, too, proceeded from 
men who were once prepared to hurl their vindic. 
tive thunderbolts against Harrison, because they 
feared that Mr. Webster would be his successo, | 
Yes; it was the death of General Harrison tha; 
dispersed and broke up the plots and counterplois 
which were forming around bim. 

In making these remarks, he had no design i 
cast reproach upon any one. That reproach, if 
implied, fell upon Mr. Webster as well as Mr. 
Clay. But the battle lines had been drawn; and 
he (Mr. W.) spoke of facts. 

To proceed with his narrative. The called ses. 
sion came, and John Tyler proclaimed, as dis. 
tinetly as it could be proclaimed—as clearly as ;, 
could be made to appear on paper—that he would 
not sign a bank bill; that he considered the idea of 
a United States Bank as defunct, and as condemned 
by the general will of the country. The Presiden; 
went farther than this: he not only said that a bank 
had been condemned by the people, and by con. 
siderations of expediency, but also that the Con. 
s itution interposed an insurmountable objection to 
its establishment. Yet, in the face of these plain 
declarations, his friends—yes, his friends, for they 
called themselves the President's friends—framed 
the bank bill, and passed it. The vetocame. In 
the interim, a thousand things transpired, of which 
he could not now speak 


He had now arrived at that part of his remarks 
where he wished he could dwell longer than the 
rules of the House would permit him. The gen- 
tieman from Indiana [Mr. THompson] had com. 
mented on the fact, that a communication was 
made to the President by the Whig party, or a por. 
tion of that party in the House of Representatives, 
saying to him, that, if it could be understood that 
the Cabinet were to retain their places, the bank 
bill would not be sent to the President until the 
nexi session of Congress. The gentleman denied 
this, and positively assured the House that the 
charge was untrue. Now, he would ask the gen- 
tleman, how could he testify? 

Mr. THOMPSON cf Indianasaid he would re- 
peat the expression cf his belief that the charge 
was untrue, and that no gentleman had been au- 
thorized to call upon the President and make such 
a proposition. So faras he knew the opinions 
and wishes of the Whig party in tbat House, he 
felt assured that no individual or committee ever 
had been, or ever would have been, authorized to 
submit any such proposition to the President. 

Mr. WISE said he was sure that such would be 
the amount of the gen'leman’s answer to his ques 
tion. What did it amount to? That one member 
out of 242 had no knowledge of the fact of any 
such proposition having been made to the Pres- 
ident! He would inform the gentleman from In- 
diana tbat a thousand things happened, about the 
time to which he referred, which that gentleman 
did not dream of in his philosophy. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he challenged proof of 
the charge. He called for the name or names of 
the men who had made this proposition to the 
President. Let them be announced, that the coun- 
try might know who they are. 

Mr. WISE said he had got gentlemen in the 
place where he wished them. They should not be 
gratified, excep! in his own way. He could, how 
ever, tell them that he might lay his hand upon 
more than one member of that Housé who could 
testify—[Many voices: “‘Let’s hear their names”— 
“who are they?”—“we dare you to say.”) Ob! 
gentlemen were brave, very brave, at this partict- 
lar time; but let them bring forward their impeach 
ment, and then he would show who was impli: 
cated, 

The hour having expired, 

Mr. FESSENDEN obtained the floor; but 

Mr. WISE manifested a strong disposition (0 
proceed; and, at the request of gentlemen in all di 

-Tections, who showed an impatience to hear 





uld 


cu 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


99 


rene LLL LLL LLL LC CCN CTC ttl aa 


ker, be moved that the rules be suspended, in 
order to enable him to continue speaking for one 
hour more, or until be should have concluded his 
. [Many voices: “Let him proceed by gen- 

eral convent.” 
Mr. FESSENDEN insisted on his right to the 


floor. f 

The SPEAKER was about to put the question 
upon allowing Mr. Wise to proceed; when 

Mr. T. F. MARSHALL rose, and inquired 
whether the proposed exception to the one-hour 
role was only intended for the benefit of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,} and no other 
member? ee 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WARREN said he must insist upon having 
the yeas and nays. 

They were taken, and resulted—yeas 100, nays 
80, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson,!Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Wm. Butler, Wil- 
liam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Colquitt, 
M. A.Cooper,Cross, nae, D. Davis, Dawson, Dean,Dean, 
Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. 
Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gordon, 
Gustine, Hastings, Hays,.Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Wm. W. Irwin, Jack, Wm. Cost Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John 
T. Mason, Medill, Meriwether, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Proffit, Read, Red 
ing, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, 
Sumter, Taliaferro, R. W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Trotti, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wise, and Wood—100. A 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L.W. Andrews, Aycrigg, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Borden, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
Caruthers, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, 
Green, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James 
Irvin, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, McKennan, 7. 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pen- 
dleton, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, William Ruasell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Tru- 
man Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, John 
T. Stuart, Summers, Johu B. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, Washington, 
Jos. L, White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, and John 
Young—80. 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


Mr. FE3SENDEN regretted that the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Wise] had made the 
motion which the House had jast rejected, for 
twenty minutes had been consumed by it, which, 
by that space of time, would have diminished that 
portion which his remarks would occupy. He 
should, however, make his remarks as short as 
possible. He should not argue the question of the 
repeal of the bankrupt law, for it was unnecessary; 
and all he designed todo now wasto make what 
the gentleman from Indiana, yesterday, called “de- 
sultory” remarks. The gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. Kennepy] said yesterday, that he had been 
told the bankrupt law was passed to secure the 
vote of Maine, and that defeatin that and other 
sections had induced them to retrace their steps. 
Now, without speaking for others, for himself he 
would say that he was unwilling to retrace the 
steps he had taken. 

He then recapitulated the arguments with which 
he supported the bankrupt law at the extra session, 
and denied that public opinion called for its repeal. 
Where was the evidence of such public opinion ? 
He had seen none; butif they had evidence of a 
change of opinion cof his constituents, he would 
hesitate until he saw whether that opinion had been 
produced by looking upon the whole merits of the 
question. It was a question that belonged to the 
Whole couptry ; forthe whole country was interested 
init, and therefore it ought not to be determined by 
the opinions of any man’s constituents. If his con- 
stituents should undertake to instruct him, he should 
say to them that he was sorry to differ from them ; 
but, so differing, he must beg to act on his own 
judgment. 

One thing more he must be allowed to say, and 
then he would have done with all he had to say on 
the subject of the bankrupt law. It was desicned 
for the benefit of creditors, to enable them to 
secure theinselves against the frauds of their debt- 
ors by a compulsory process. All this was urged 















at the time the Jaw was passed, and the argument 
existed with as much foree now as then. He 
would, in conclusion, ask, why not let the bill stand 
until its effects could be seen? He would say, 
leave the Whig party to bear the odium of it, and 
to see if some benefits could not be derived from it. 
There were some defects in the law, he admitted; 
but these defects could be remedied, and he hoped 


that that would be done rather than destroy the | | 


law. 


Mr. F. then proceeded to notice the reply of the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. ‘THompson] to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Cusnina.] It was possible, he said, that he 
might have misapprehended the remarks of the 
latter gentleman; that his ears might have deceived 
him in listening to them; and that his eyes might 
have deceived him in reading them over as report- 
ed in the papers. He confessed, however, that to 
his judgment the remarks of the gentleman from 
Indiana did not deserve the imputation cast on 
them b7 the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise. } 
of having grossly misrepresented the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. He confessed that the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, as he 
understood them, sirnck him with surprise, coming 
from the quarier of the country he did, where such 
ideas did not originate. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia,in his opinion, though he made a labored 
apology for his friend from Massachusetts, made it 
allin vain, and, as he understood it, he thought ita 
most lame and impotent apology. The gentleman 
from Indiana remarked that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts commenced this war; to which the 
gentleman from Virginia replied, by saying that it 
was commenced by the gentleman from Tennessee; 
and that all that the gentleman from Massachn- 
setts said, was in reply to him. True, the speech 
of the gentleman from Tennessee was made 
first; but how much of the speech of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts was in reply to it? 
He would venture to say, not one-fourth. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts deprecated crimination 
and r-crimjnation, and expressed his objections to 
party debates. But the gentleman, after exhorting 
his opponents not to indulge in the spirit of party, 
did so himself. This, too, was not the first time 
the gentleman talked about party and party spirit. 
If he mistook not, the gentleman commenced this 
kind of warfare at the extra session, and attempted 
to convince the people that the members here were 
influenced altogether by party views for party objecis, 
and not by a desire to carry on the public business. 
The gentleman endeavored to convince the country 
that the Whigs were doing nothing for the good of 
the country; and he made the same charge against 
the Democrats too, while he claimed that the Ad- 
ministration party alone showed any evidence of 
a desire to legislate for the public good. Afier 
some further remarks from Mr. F. (in which he 
commented pretty severely on the remarks of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, that he belonged 
to no party,) and reading an extract from Dean 
Swift’s werks, in which a no-party man is pictured 
in a very odious light, he proceeded to notice that 
partof Mr. C.’s remarks which had been charac- 
terized as threatening to bring the power and 
patronage of the President to bear upon the 
coming elections. No man of common in- 
telligence, he contended, could put any other 
construction upon this part of the gentleman’s 
remarks, than that the Presicent would bring the 
power of his office to bear on the elections. The 
gentleman said that, in time, the two great politi- 
cal parties of this country would settle down upon 
two candidates for the Presidency; and that, when 
that time came round, those immediately around 
the President would have a word to say; and he 
wained the friends of political aspirants, that it 
was not their interest to run counter to this Admin- 
istration. This, to bim, was a most alarming and 
ominous threat on the part of the Administra.ion. 
Are we (said Mr. F.) to be told that, because the 
Administration will have a word to say in the 
Presidential election, we are to keep silence 
here? or that we are to support the exchequer bill? 
He hoped that the day would never arrive when 
that House would be influenced by arguments like 
these. 





— 


| 





After some farther remarks from Mr. F — 

Mr. MARSHALL of Kentucky obtained the 
floor, and yielded it to 

Mr. BRONSON, on whose motion 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, December 30, 1842. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from As@ 
Andrews, of Ipswich, Massachusetts, praying the 
passage of a law authorizing the payment to him 
of the amount of a certain judgment obtained 
against the United Siates in the district court: re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Commitiee. 

Me. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
the State, and three frem the city of New York, 
remonstrating against the repeal of the bankrupt 
law; which were referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mitiee. 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of insurance companies of the city of New 
York, praying an appropriation for improving 
the Mississippi and adjoining rivers, to give facility 
to commerce: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was discharged from the 
consideration of several bills, and they were re- 
ferred more appropriately. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back to the Senate the bill for 
the relief of Snow Y. Sears, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Also, reported back, with an amendment, the 
bill for the relief of Joshua Drew, 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition fiom New 
York city, signed by numerous mercantile firms, 
praying for the immediate and uncondiiional re- 
peal of the bankrupt law: referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr. McROBERTS submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
be directed to lay before the Senate a statement showing at what 
offices public sales of lands have been held since the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1841, being the date of the act to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public landa, and to grant pre-emption 
righte; and the total amount of money received at each public 
sale; and particularly that he state what amount, ifany, wae 
paid for lands over the minimum price of $1 25 per acre. 

The following resolution, submited by Mr. 
BenTon on yesterday, was taken up and adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved, That, in addition to copies of all the correspond- 
ence with and from all our ministers abroad in relation to the 
aye treaty, the President be requested to communicate to 
the Senate (so far as it may be compatible whh the public in- 


terest) all such correspondence in relation to the treaty with 
Great Britain. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 


Mr. Linn’s bill “to authorize the adoption of 
measures for the occupation and settlement of the ~ 
Territory of Oregon; for extending certain portions 
of the Jaws of the United States over the same, 
and for other purposes,” came up, as in committee 
of the whole, for consideration; and some amend- 
ments recommended by the select committee were 
adopted. [The bill was inserted at length in yes- 
terday’s Globe.] 


Mr. LINN remarked that this measure had 
been so often submitted to the Senate heretofore, 
and so fully discussed, that he conceived it unne- 
cessary to dwell, at this stage of the bill, upon ita 
importance and urgency. On these points there 
could remain no doubt—the subject, indeed, bad 
been exhausted. 


Mr. TAPPAN moved to strike out the pre 
amble, in the words following: 

“Whereas the title of the United States to the Territory of 
Oregon is certain, and will not be abandoned; therefore.” 

Mr. T. remarked that he was in favor of the 
bill, bat did not consider this preamble either ne-~ 
cessary or in good taste. 

Mr. LINN said it was a point which he intend. 
ed to discuss when the bill should arrive at the 
usual stage for debate; and he would be pleased 
if the Senator from Ohio would defer his motion 
till then. The select committee bad thought 
proper to prefix this preamble, in eonsi“eration of 
the fact that great doubt and uncertainty prevail- 
ed in the public mind as to the intentions of thig 
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Government in relation to the Oregon Territory. 
It was thought all-important to remove these 
doubts, and this uncertainty, by the declaratory 
preamble of this bill. Great Britain had fully and 
amply recognised our right to the Oregon Terri- 
tory, and only disputed abovt the Northern boun- 
dary. A general declaration of our right to the 
Territory, therefore, could not involve anything 
prejudicial to pending negotiations. We merely, 
by this preamble, hold out to our own people the 
reavsurance that we will not abandon our claim, 
and that we will maintain the right of our citizens 
emigrating to the territory. Mr. L. here took a 
rapid and well digested review of the history of 
our title, and the various negotiations with Great 
Britain on the subject, showing, as he accamalated 
the evidences in our favor, that our claim to the 
whole region from the 42d degree of north 
latitude to at least the 49:h degree; and, in width, 
trom the Pacific Ocean to our territories east of the 
Rocky Mountains, is indisputable, and only re- 
quires the assertion of our right in a proper manner, 
to be placed beyond cavil. 

Mr. McROBERTS followed in support of Mr. 
Linn’s views, and in opposition to Mr. Tappan’s 
amendment. He went minutely into the history 
of the Spanish discoveries on the northwest coast, 
daring the I6th, 17th, and 18th centuries; and 
showed that the only claim laid by Great Britain to 
any partof the coast within our assertec boun- 
dary, was based on the treaty with Spain in 1790; 
which he proved was no claim at all against 
us. He aiso proved, from the second vol- 
ume of Vancouver’s Voyages, that Captain 
Gray’s priority of discovery as to the Colum- 
bia river was recognised by that negotiator 
so fully and unequivocally, that it was quite a 
matter of surprise that Great Britain, in the face 
of evidence so strongly furnished by her own ac- 
credited officer, should ever think of preferring any 
claim to the territory drained by that river. 

He showed that Great Britain never had a just 
claim that she did not enforce; and never put for- 
ward an unjust one that she did not endeavor to 
strengthen by postponement and diplomatic pro 
crastination, If she had the same ground to stand 
upon in this instance that we have, she would not 
hesitate a moment to assert it, and to enforce it, if 
necessary. Why, then, should we weaken our 
own right, and strengthen her pretensions, by vol< 
untarily deferring the assertion of our claim? Our 
right was indisputable from the 42d to the 49th 
degree of north latitode, and from the Pacific 
ocean toour territory east of the Rocky mountains. 
This comprised a fertile region 700 miles wide at 
one extremity, and 500 at the other—running 
through 7 degrees of Jatitude, and embracing near- 
ly two hundred millions of acres of land—enough 
to form four or five new States. It was of vital 
interest to us to have the control of those Indian tribes 
which infest our Western borders. The provisions of 
this bill would enable as to keep them in complete 
check. Hitherto, it might have been thought that we 
had territory enough; and that, for some genera- 
tions, we would not have use for more. But the 
late census, as well as that preceding, shows that 
we may calculate on our population being doubled 
every twenty-three or twenty-four years. By this 
tatio, We may expect to have 2 population of fifty- 
iwo millions in 1880; and, at the close of the pres- 
ent century, at least ninety-two millions. We 
have to act for those who are to succeed us; and 
our neglect of their interests, at the critical mo- 
ment that it is our duty to place them on a perma- 
nent foundation, will be wholly inexcusable. 
‘That duty is now to assert our right—to encourage 
the occupation ef our own territory by our own 
citizens—to give them temporary protection in their 
emigration; and, in less than ten years, our hardy 
citizens from the Mississippi valley, transplanted 
io this new section of our Union, will be able to 
defend and protect themselves. They will claim 
no other protection. 

If we delay longer to assert our right, Great 
Britain will assame a new argument in support of 
her pretensions, grounded on our neglect of our 
owe claims. He wished not only to retain the pre- 
amble of the bill, but to avoid any question of its 
propriety. He wanted to see this bill passed in 
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both Houses by a unanimous vote. Let this be 
done, and England would at once abandon her pre- 
tensions. She would see that we are not only in 
earnest, and determined to maintain our rights; bat 
that, in support of them, we forget all party differ- 
ences, and act with an irresistible unanimity. If 
this were done, we should never again hear a word 
of the right of Great Britain to the Territory of 
Oregon. 

The foregoing is but a brief and rapid sketch of 
the excellent speech made by Mr. McRoserrts on 
this oecasion. It will hereafter appear in full. 

Mr. TAPPAN repeated that he was in favor of 
the bill, but considered the introduction superfluous, 
and not in good taste. He thought some other 
modifications should be made—some provision for 
purchasing the lands from the Indians, and sur- 
veying the territory, before grants were made. As, 
however, his motion did not meet the approba- 
tion of the friends of the bill, he withdrew it. 

Mr. LINN quoted a British act of Parliament, 
to show that the Government of Great Britain had 
set the.example of extending territorial laws, in 
the same manner as laid down in this bill for ex- 
tending the laws of the Territory of lowa to the 
Territory of Oregon. 


Mr. ARCHER, not doubting the propriety of 
the principles of the bill, was opposed to the pre- 
amble, on the same grounds asserted by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio; and also was impressed with the 
propriety of deferring action on the measure till 
sufficient time were afforded to examine its details, 
and duly consider provisions so important. He 
appealed to his friend from Missouri [Mr. Linn] to 
consent to the motion to strike out the preamble, 
and hoped at no distant day to be able to give the 
bill his support. He therefore renewed the motion 
of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. LINN reiterated his conviction that it was 
absolutely necessary to quiet the public distrust of 
the course which this Government should take, by 
the pledge involved in the preamble. If, however, 
the Senator from Virginia wished for time to con- 
sider the provisions of the bill, he would have no 
objection that it should be passed over informally 
till next week. 

This proposition appearing to meet the general 
concurrence of the Senate, the subject was passed 
over informally, and, of course, resumes its place 
on the calendar as the first bill in order next week. 

Ono motion by Mr. WHITE of Indiana, the 
Committee on Indian Affairs was discharged from 
the consideration of the petition and documents 
of George C. Johnson; and leave was granted to 
withdraw them from the files, for the purpose of 
being used before a committee of the House of 
Representatives. 


Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported back to the Senate, without 
amendment, the bill for the relief of the claimants 
to indemnity received from the British Govern- 
ment, for loss of slaves from on board of the 
Comet and Encomium, at Nas:au. 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, if was ordered 
that the communication of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on the subject of insolvent debtors, be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, with 
instructions to report bv bi!l or otherwise, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial 
from numerous respectable merchants of the city 
of New York, praying for the repeal of the bank- 
rapt law; which was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Engrossed bill entitled “An act to continue the 
office of Commissioner of Pensions,” came up on its 
third reading; when 


Oo motion by Mr. BATES, and by unanimons 
consent, it was so amended, that all such duties in 
relation to laws granting military bounty land, shall 
be performed by the Commissioner of Pensions, 
with the sanction of the President, as may be as- 
signed to him by the Secretary of War. 

The bill was then read the third time as amend- 
ed, and passed. 

The following engrossed bills and joint resolu- 
tions were then read the third time and passed, viz: 

The joint resolution for the distribution of the 
catalogues of the library of Congress. 
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The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantucket; and 

The bill making compensation topension agents. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States 
covering a statement from the Bareau of Equip. 
ment and Construction in the Navy Departmen, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 14th instant, showing the number of vessels 
and guns which will be employed in the African 
squadron, under the late British treaty ; which, on 
motion of Mr. ARCHER, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. also laid before the 
Senate a communication from the War Depa. 
ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 30th of August last, covering a re. 
port of the Topographical Engineers, as to the na. 
ture of the obstructions in the Bayou Mancha, on 
the Mississippi, by whom made, and on what an. 
thority, and the probable cost of their removal; 
which, 

On motien of Mr. CRITTENDEN, was re. 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
when the Senate adjourn, it adjourn till Tuesday 
next. 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi. 
nes>; and, after a short time spent therein, adjourn- 
ed in accordance with their previous order. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Fripay, December 30, 1842. 

The journal of yesterday having been read, 

Mr. EVERETT rose to a correction of the jour- 
nal. The journal had omitted to state that the 
memoria! of a portion of the members of the New 
Hampshire Legislature, in relation to the division 
of that Siate into congressional districts, was laid 
upon the table, on the motion of the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

The correction was made. 

Mr. EVERETT also rose to a correction of the 
report of his remarks on the 28th of Decemter, in 
the Intelligencer of yesterday. He stated that he 
was made to say that he intended to vote fer the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Briacas] to the resolution to recommit the 
bill to repeal the bankrupt law to the committee, 
with instructions; when he, in fact, did not so 
commit himself. He had not said a word in re- 
lation to the amendment, and did not wish to ap- 
pear committed when he had not made up his 
mind how he should vote. 

Mr. DODGE of Iowa presented, under the rule, 
a petition, very numerously signed by citizens and 
residents of the mineral region of Iowa, approving 
of the bill (reported by Mr. Wurre, from the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, at the last session) for 
disposing of the mineral lands in Towa, Wiscon- 
sin, and Illinois; and praying that it, or a bill of 
similar provisions, may be enacted into a law: re- 
ferred to the Committee cn Public Lands. 

Mr. STEENROD presented the petition of the 
members of the bar of the city of Wheeling, to 
amend the law establishing a district court of the 
United States at Wheeling. 

Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin presented the peti- 
tion of 638 inhabitants of the town and county of 
Milwaukie, Territory of Wisconsin, asking Con- 
gress for an appropriation for a harbor at Mil- 
waukie. 

Also, petition from the inhabitants of the town 
of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin, ask- 
ing Congress to appropriate seventy thousand acres 
of the public lands for building a harbor at that 
place. 

Also, petition of the inhabitants of the town of 
Racine, in the Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress to apfropriate forty thousand acres of the 
public lands for the building a harbor at that 
place. 

Also, petition of the inhabitants of the town of 





Racine, in the Territory of Wisconsin, asking of 


Congress an apprepriation for a harbor at (hat 
place. 
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Also, petition of the inhabitants of Mount Pleas- 
ant, in the Territory of Wisconsin, asking Con- 
gress for an appropriation for a harbor at the 
town of Racine, in said Territory. 

Also, petition of the inhabitants of the town of 
Rochester, in the Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress for an appropriation for a harbor at the 
town of Racine, in said Territory. 

Also, petition from the inhabitants of Dare 
county, in the Territory of Wisconsin, asking 
Congress for the establishment of a mail-route 
from Racine du Lac, to intersect the Milwaukie 
mail-route at Cottage Grove. 


THE FIFTH AUDITOR. 


Mr. SPRIGG said he rose to a question of priv- 
ilege. A letter had been addressed to the Speaker, 
and published among the documents of the House, 
dated “Fifth Auditor’s Office, December 14, 1842,” 
which letter contained reflections upon him, per- 
onally. He presumed the letter had been read by 
some of the members, but he would ask the Clerk 
io read it for the information of the House: 


TrEAsURY DEPARTMENT, 
Fifth Auditor’s Office, December 14, 1842. 

Sir’ In a report of adebate in the House of Representatives 
on Monday last, contained in the National Intelligencer of yes- 
wrday, it is stated that Mr. Sprigg, among other things, observ- 
od: “He remembered, too, that the House, at his instance, had 
made a call upon the department (Treasury) for full and detail- 
edinformation as to the whole system of managing the light- 
houses of the United States, the contracts for buildings, for sup- 
plying oil, paying inspectors, &c., but no answer had ever been 
obiained, notwithstanding the new clerks which the House had 
voted them, and notwithstanding numerous and repeated prom- 
ses made to him personally.” 

It was with extreme surprise I read this statement, as I hada 
perfect recollection that it was wholly erroneous; and as it is cal- 
culated, uncorrected, to injure the Treasury Department unjust- 
y, in the public estimation, I hope you and the House will ex- 
cuse me for setting the member right. 

itis sufficient to state that the whole of the infurmation called 
for by the House, in relation to light-houses, on Mr. Sprigg’s 
motion, Was transmitted, as required by the resolution, partly 
to the Committee on Commerce on the 8th of March last, and 
is contained in their printed report, No. 811; and partly to the 
House of Representatives direct, by the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury, on the Lith of March last, and by the House ordered to be 
printed, and will be found in document No. 140 of the last ses. 
sion. These two documents contain all the information which 
was called for by the House. 

Mr. Sprigg, individually, called for the cessions of jurisdic. 
tion bythe States over all the light-house sites, trom the 
aloption of the Constitution; and although so much labor and 
ume a3 it required might have been declined on his individual 
call; yet, as | was desirous of furnishing all the information in 
my power to every person who sought it, the information was 
ae and furnished, as far as it was to be found in the 
office. 

This list was sent to Mr. Sprigg on the 24th of May, and had 
occupied one clerk about six weeks in the preparation ot it; 
ad yet he alleges no answer had ever been returned to his calls 
for information. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
ervant, 
5S. PLEASONTON. 
Hon. Joan Wuire, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

In relation to this letter, he would say that he was 
forcibly impressed with the epinion that, if we al- 
lowed public officers to intrude their letters before 
the House, because of reflections made upon their 
conduct by members, and then place their letters 
among the public documents, the power of the House 
was indeed materially weakened. It was a gross 
insult to the House; and even if he did commit 
terror in relation to a public officer, had the of- 
feer aright to come before the House in this in- 
‘idious manner, to attack the siatement of a mem- 
ter? He said in this insidious manner ; becau-e 
ihe letter was presented to the House by the 
Speaker, without a knowledge of its contents by that 
oficer, who could not be presumed able to look in- 
loevery public document laid upon his table. Had 
te Speaker been acquainted with the contents of 
ihe letter, he had no doubt that he would not have 
presented it. 

Mr.S. then went into an explanation of the pur- 
port of his remarks at the last session, and gave a 
Statement of the action be hed taken in order to 
obtain information from the Treasury Department 
ta the subject of the light-house system of the 
country. He read several letters which he had re- 
ceived from the F.fih Auditor, and pronounced their 
‘alements hypocritical and false. Having finished 
bis narrative of his connexion with the subject, he 
‘tid he would not protract his remarks any longer. 

is only wish was to ascertain whether it was the 
villof the House that public officers should, in this 
insidious way, make injurious reflections on its 
members, He would make a solemn appeal to 
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the House whether voluntary and ex parle state- 
ments of this kind should constitute a part of its 
documents; and whether their documentary records 
should be swelled up, at an enormous expense, by 
printing matter such as this? The injustice, too, 
to the House, and to individual members, by per- 
mitting letters of this kind to be printed and in- 
Serted in the documents, was most manifest; for 
members could not get up and reply to them, and 
make their replies a part of the documentary his- 
tory of the House, alongside of the attacks made 
on them; bat such replies could only have exist- 
ence in the newspapers of the day, which would 
pass off and soon be forgotten. The fact was, that 
some of the officers of the Government about 
Washington were getting to be too important, any 
how; and if (said Mr. S ) we do nothing else but 
tear away the abuses that exist among them, we 
shall do well. From the Executive down to the 
subordinate departments, they had heard nothing 
but abuse of that House; and here was an officer, 
whose office ought not to exist in the organization 
of the Treasury Department, (in fact, he was but a 
fifth wheel, any how,) undertaking to make inju- 
rious reflections on a member of the House, and in 
the most insidious manver to make them a part 
of its records. 


Mr. HOPKINS said that he bad not noticed the 
paper alluded to, until the attention of the House 
had been called to it by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. It struck him that it was a paper which 
ought not to have been filed or placed on the jour- 
nals, or printed asa part of their documents. It 
was not,in fact, a public document; and if its 
writer bad any exception to make to the remarks 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, the public press— 
the very channel through which they were made 
public—was open to him. Now, the remarks of 
the gentleman from Kentucky this morning, in re- 
ply to this letier, wonld not find place among 
the documents of the House; and in this way in- 
justice was done him, as it would be done to 
other members if similar proceedings should be 
permitted. He did not know, however, how 
the object he had in view was to be reached; but he 
would submit to the House tha’, without any for- 
mal question being taken, the Clerk should, by 
general consent, be directed to sirike the letter 
trom the journals, (which, he believed, were not 
yet printed,) and to return the original paper— 
which was cerjainly printed without any knowl- 
edge of its contents by the members of the House— 
to its author. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK could not believe that the 
Fifth Auditor intended any disrespect to the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky, or that it was his intention 
to do him any injustice. His only object appear- 
ed to have been to correct a misapprehension, into 
which he believed the gentleman had fallen. In 
ihe remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, as 
publisbed in the public papers, the Fifth Auditor 
found charges affecting his official character; and 
= took whathe supposed to be the best means of 
de‘ending himself, without intending offence to 
anybody. Now the question was, ifa member of 
Congress, or a committee of the House, or any- 
body else, made allegations affeciing the character 
of a public officer, which, in point of fact, shou!d be 
found to be incorrect, whether he should not 
have the right to defend himself, and place 
his defence before the public in the best way 
in bis power? Mr. C. would refer to the 
cases of Colonel Totten and Mr. Winslow Lewis, 
who, ccnceiving themselves implicated by reports 
of different committees of the House at the last 
session, sent writen communications to the House, 
defending the mselves; which were printed, and, re- 
spectively, appended to the reports to which they 
related. No injustice had, in bis opinion, been 
done to the gentleman from Kentacky; and he 
hoped that no further action would be taken on the 
subject. ; 

Mr. MERIWETHER could not agree with 
the gentleman from New York. The cases cited 
by him were not in point; for the communications 
written to the House by the parties implicated were 
in answer to reports of two of the committees; and 
thus, both the charge and defence were printed to 
gether, as part of the documents of the House. In 


the present case, on the contrary, the charge anf 
defence would not go together; one of them only 
being printed among the documents of the House. 
The remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, to 
which exception was taken by the Fifth Auditor, 
did not appear in the documents of the House, bur 
were only published in the ephemeral productions 
of the day—the newspaper press; and thus passert 
off, and were soon forgotten. 


The usual course was for a person aggrieved to 
come as a memorialist remonstrating against ‘he 
action of the House ; but, in this case, the indiwid- 
ual came as an officer of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and he relied on the report of a member's 
speech in one of the common journals of the day. 
Now, he (Mr. Meriwetusr) thought the House 
should vindicate its honor, by dashing from it such 
communications as these, and by instructing the 
Clerk to withhold the document, and not allow ii to 
be bound up with the printed documents. 

Mr. PROFFIT said his name had been alluded 
to inthis debate; and it was said that the Commit- 
tee on Commerce had thought fit (without any 
complaint from him) to attack him at the las ses- 
sion of Congress, and a speech he had made on 
this floor. Now, the reason why he made no com- 
plaint was, because he had never seen nor heard 
of the report until it was spread on the reeord anc 
circulated to the country. He made a speech on the 
light house system, himself believing honesily in its 
mal-administration; and no gentleman answered 
him—not even a single member of the Committee 
on Commerce, that he recollected ; yet a few weeks 
afterwards, he found that the Committee on Com- 
merce had allowed Mr. Pleasaaton to pervert his 
language, and to present it before the country. 

Mr. SPRIGG. And furiher, sir, they sen! your 
speech to him, and invited remark. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK was understood to say that it 
was not done with his knowledge. 

Mr. SPRIGG. Why, he states so himeelf. 


Mr. PROFFIT. Yes, and not even a letter | 


from any Auditor, but. Mr. Winslow Lewis, of 
Boston, was allowed to write a letter, in which 
there was a perversion of bis (Mr. P.’s) speech; 
and he had no means of knowing it un i! he found 
it spread before the country, and until this mo- 
meat he bad never had the opperiuni'y to show 
the injustice that bad been done to bim Now, 
what ought the Committee on Commerce to have 
done? Why, at least, when they received those 
letters from Mr. Winslow Lewis and Mr P easan-. 
ton, they should have asked him if he chose to re-- 
ply to those letiers. If he had not been confined 
to his bed by sickness when the appropriation bill 
was before the House, he would have made such 
statements on the light-honre system as wou! have 
startled both the House and the country. At prevent, 
he had not strength to say much more; but he 
had no hesitation in saying that, if he had known 
of these letters, and had had the opportunity to 
speak to the House on the subject, independent of 
all party feeling, nine-tenths of the House would 
have joined bim in stopping the printing of that re- 
port, even coming, as it did, from the Commitiee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK said it had not been in- 
tended to do ibjustice to the gentleman. But Mr. 
Winslow Lewis, who had been mixed up with the 
discussions on the light-house system, feeling him- 
self aggrieved, presented a respectful let'e: to one 
of his (Mr. C.’s) colleagues, and that letter was 
appended to the committee’s report without com- 
ment. They simply gave Mr. Lewis’s statement 
with their report, which had not been adopted by 
the House; and the gentleman from Indiana 
would have the opportunity, when the next appro- 
priation bill was before the House, to take up the 
matter, and give his own explanations; and if Mr. 
Lewis (a gentleman of great distinction, who had 
built many light-houses) had been guil'y of bad 
management, or peculation, the gentleman from 
Indiana could show it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in the course of some re- 
matks, disapproved of this course of allowing in 
dividuals to reply to the speeches of members on 
that floor. If a committee of the House was about 
to act on the character of an individual, it would 
be proper to hear that individual; and when Gen. 
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eral Gratiot was about to be proceeded against as 
a defaulier, that course was followed; for he had 
himself presented a statement containing General 
Gratiot’s own version of thetransaction. Bat when 
a member rose and made a speech, in which, by 
way of argument, he stated a fact, to allow any of- 
ficer to come in with a contradiction, would in~ 
volve them in interminable confusien. 

The SPEAKER explained that the letter came 
te him as a communication from the Treasury 
Department, and, as such, he had presented it to 
the House without perusal; if, however, he had 
known the purport of the communication, it shou!d 
not have been presented. 

Mr. MERIWETHER then submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the communication addressed to the Speake: 
of this House, by 8. Pieasanton,on the 14th inst., in relation to 
gome remarks made in the House before that time, by Mr. 
Braico,a member from Keotucky; which paper was received 
by the Speaker, and leid before the House without a knowledge 
of ite contents, was not such a communication as ought to have 
been received and presented to the House; that the same be 
withheld from the journal and files of the House, and the orizi- 
nal be returned to the writer. 


The resolution was then adopted. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. LEVY offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted: 

Reaolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to place 
before this House such information as can be obtained in rela- 
tion to the practicability and probable expense of draining the 
evergiades of Florida. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affaire be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 
constructing a dry-dock at the navy-yard at Pensacola, and for 
parting said yard in the necessgry condition for the building, 

tting out, or repair of vessels of war. 


COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of 
‘Ways and Means, reported the following resoln- 
tion, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buldings and 
Grounds We instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
— office of Commissioner of Public Buildings, or of 
reducing his salary. 


Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of George Randal: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. WARREN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Robert E. Ford: read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

Mr. MAYNARD, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Willism E. Smith: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 


CALL FOR INFORMATION. 


Mr. JAMES COOPER, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported the following resolution; 
which was adopted: : 

Whereas, a resolution calling on the President of the United 
Biates “to cause to be communicated to this House the several 
reports lately made to the Department of War by Lieutenant 
Colonel Hitchcock, relative to the affairs of the Cherokee 
Indians; together with all information communicated by him 
concerning the frauds he was charged to investigate; also, all 
facts in possession of the Executive, from any source, relating 
to the subject,’’ was adopted by this House on the — day of 
August last: and whereas, the information required by the said 
resolution has not been communicated, nor any reason assigned 
for the a Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this House when the information called for by the aforesaid 
resolution may be expected. 


Mr. MATHIOT, from the Committee on Revo- 
jutiopary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Captain Wilson: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 


LAND OFFICE IN MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON asked the favor of 
the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whoie House from House bill 104, *‘to establish 
a new land district in the State of Mississippi,” 
with a view to its passage. He stated that the 
lands had been surveyed, and the President was 
anxious to have their sale posiponed until this 
Dill could be passed. It was impossible for Jand 
Sales to take place at present. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired whether the bill made 
any appropriation. 

Mr. J. THOMPSON said he did not think that 
this bill came under the rule requiring all money 
bills to be referred to the Commitiee of the Whole 
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on the state of the Union. A register and a receiver 
were authorized to be appointed; yet he thought it 
could not be said to be creating a charge on the 
treasory. He left it to the Chair to decide whether 
the bill would have to go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, under the rule of 
the House. 

Mr. STANLY objected to the consideration of 
the bill at this time. 

The SPEAKER decided that the bill would 
necessarily have to go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; because it created 


officers who would have to be paid out of the pub- 


lic treasury. 

Mr. THOMPEON then moved that it be taken 
out of the Committee of the Whole House, and 
referred to the Commitiee of the Whole on the 


| stale of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS UNDIS. 
POSED OF. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, two messages from 
the President of the United Sates, sent to the House 
onthe 8th and the 25th of March, 1842, and undis- 
posed of by the House, were laid upon the table. 
The first message transmitteda report on the 
finances; the second was the message recommend- 
ing a repeal of the distribution law. 


GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 

Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL rose to present the 
resolutions of the Legislature of South Carolina, 
recommending that the fine imposed on General 
Jackson, during the late war, be refunded. 

The SPEAKER stated that a copy of the reso. 
lutions had already been presented by another 
member of the South Carolina delegation, [Mr. 
Pickens,] and referred to the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary. 

Whereupon Mr. CAMPBELL expressed his 
satisfaction, and withdrew his copy of the resolu- 
tions referred to. 


BILLS FROM THE SENATE. 


The following bills from the Senate were read a 
first and second time, and referred: 

An ect for the relief of Stalker and Hil!: refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

An act allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
chandise imported in the original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

An act for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas who lost their improvements in consequence of 
a treaty between the United States and the Choe- 
taw Indians: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of thesureties on bonds given to the United States 
by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the customs 
for the port of New York: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

An act for the relief of J. R. Vienne: referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

An act for the relief of Ephraim D. Dickson: 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, in order to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill for the repeal of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

They were not ordered. 

Tellers were called for and ordered; who report- 
ed yeas 112, nays 60. So two-thirds not voting in 
the affirmative, the rules were not suspended, and 
the special order of the day came up of course. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced the first bill before 
the House to be “A bill for the relief of the presi- 
dent and managers of the Norristown and Valley 
Railroad Company,” which was passed on the 23d 
of December; tut its delivery to the Senate, subse- 
quently, arrested by a motion by the gentleman 
trom Pennsylvania (Mr. J. R. InaeRso.t] to re- 
consider the vote by which it had been passed. 

After some remarks from Messrs. J. R. INGER. 
SOLL and BIDLACK, the passage of the bill was 
reconsidered, and carried in the affirmative. 





On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the bill was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he would avail himself of 
this occasion to present the memorial of the Sum. 
mit Railroad Company, asking for a remissicn of 
the duties on certain railroad iron: referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The bill for the relief of John McColgan, which 
was passed on the 23d of December, was ney 
taken up. ' 

The pending question was a motion by the gen. 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Hopkins] to recon. 
sider the vote by which it had been paszed. 

After some remarks in opposition to the bill by 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, and in its support by Mr, 
KENNEDY, Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas 
and nays on the motion to reconsider; which were 
ordered. 

A debate then arose upon the merits of the bill, 
lis passage was advocated by Messrs. KENNEDY, 
McKEON, TILLINGHAST, and WELLER; 
and was opposed by Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, 
FILLMORE, TURNEY, and MERI WETHER; 

Atter which, the question of reconsideration was 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the nega 
tive—yeas 75, nays 90. 

So the reconsideration was not ordered. 

The House then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, December 31, 1842. 


Mr. HENRY DODGE presented the petition 
of citizens of the town of Southport, in the Ter. 
ritory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an ap- 
propriaton for a harbor and lighbt-house at tbat 
town, on the western shore of Lake Michigan. 

On motion of Mr. HUNT, it was ordered that 
the petition and accompanying papers of Thomas 
Thody, on file with the Clerk of this House, be ta- 
ken from the files, and referred to the Commitiee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS presented letters of Rob- 
ert Wallace, General Duff Green, and Stephen 
Cleaver, members of the convention which framed 
the constitution of Missouri, and of Lieutenant 
Fremont, all relating to the subject of the northern 
boundary of Missouri; which were referred to the 
Commitiee on the Territories. 

On the motion of Mr. J. C. EDWARDS, it 
was 

Resolved, That the report of Albert M. Lea, in reference to 
the nor:hern boundary of Missouri; the report of Captain Guivn, 
and of Lieutenant Fremont, in reterence to the Des Moines 
river; and the evidence in reference to the northern boundary 
of Missouri, be referred to the Committee on the Territo 
ries, aud printed. 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS, pursuant to notice, in- 
troduced a bill declaring what was the northern 
poundary of the State of Missouri; which was read 
twice, referred to the Committee on the Territories, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS, from the Commitiee 
on Commerce, reported a joint resolution for the 
survey of Block islaud; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

On the motion of Mr. BRIGGS, it was resolved 
that when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
again on Tuesday next. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Commiitee 
of Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief 
of the rector, churchwardens, and vestrymen of 
St. Peter’s Church; which was read twice, avd 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the same commitlee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1844; 


which was read twice, and committed to the Com: . 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland obtained permit 
sion of the House to call up-a bill to alter the mode 
of admeasuring the tonnage of ships or vessels em: 
ployed in the merchant service of the United States, 
which was on the Speaker’s table on the question 
of engrossment. The bill was taken up according: 
ly, and Mr. Kenwxzpy proceeded to a its ob- 
ject and necessity. A dtbate ensued, in which 
Mr. AYCRIGG, Mr. CUSHING, Mr. T. W- 
WILLIAMS, and Mr. McKEON, took part; and 
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the bill was then postponed until next Tuesday 


fortnight. 
TAX ON BANK NOTES AND ON GOLD 
AND SILVER PLATE. 
Mr. BEESON offered the following resolution; 
which was read for information: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in. 
gructed 0 inquire whether it would de expedient, in lieu of the 
vgrticles of very large and universal consumptien,” pro- 

for taxation by the Secretary of the Treasury, in his let. 
ier of the 15th inst., and in aid of the operations of the mint and 
constitutional currency, to report a bill laying taxes on bank 
notes of denominations similar to our gould and stiver coins, and 
on gold and silver plate. 


The resolution being objected to, 

Mr. BEESON moved tor the suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of receiving it; and on this 
motion called for the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, resulted in yeas 75, nays 101, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, 
Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
(. Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Cary, Casey, Clinton, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, East- 
map, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, 
Gorton, Gustine, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, Lewis, Lit- 
tefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert Mcclellan, McKeon, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, 
Newhard, Payne, Pickens, Piumer, Read, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rogers, Roosevelt, James M. Russell, Saunders, 
Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Jacod Thompson, 
Trotti, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, West- 
prook, and Wood—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Aodrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, William Butler, William O. Butler, Cal- 
houn, Caruthers, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, 
James Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
Deberry, Everett, Fessenden, A Lawrence Foster, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Granger, Green, 
Hall, Henry, Houston, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, William Cost Johnson, Isaae D. Jones, John P. 
Keanedy, King, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ram- 
sey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, 
Ridgway, Riggs, William Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, Slade, 
BSianly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. 
Stuart, Sammers, Sumter, Taliaferro. John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, ‘fripl: tt, Uoder- 
wood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Joseph L. White, Thom: 
as W. Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—101. 


Mr. GIDDINGS called for the orders of the 
day. 

Mr. CUSHING suggested that there were seve- 
ral Executive communications on the table, which 
came first in order. 

The SPEAKER then communicated a message 
fiom the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting a letter from the Secretary of State, together 
with certain documents on the subject of the claims 
ot citizens of the United States against the Gov- 
eramentof Hayti; which, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Also the following message from the President 
of the United States, communicating copies of a cor- 
tespondence which has recently taken place be- 
tween certain agents of the Government of the 
nor or Sandwich Islands, and the Secretary 
0; State: 


To the Houseof Representatives: 

I communicate herewith to Congress copies of a correspond- 
ence which has recently taken place between certain agents of 
the Haiwaian or Sandwich Islands, and the Secretary of State. 

The condition of those is!ands has excited a good deal of in- 
\erest, which is increasing by every successive proof that their 
inhabitants are making progress ia civilization, and becoming 
moreand more competent to maintain regular and orderly 
civil government. They lie in the Pacific ocean, much nearer 
to this continent than the other, and have hecome an important 
Place for the tefitment and provisioning of American and Eu- 
ropean vessels, 

Owing to their locality, and to the course of the winds 
Which prevail in this quarter of the world, the Sandwich 

are the stopping-place for almoat all the vessels passing 
from continent to continent across the Pacific ocean. They 
Used ely resorted to by the great number of vessels of the 
United States which are engaged in the whale fishery in those 
seas. The number of vessels of al! sorts, and the amount of 
Property owned by citizens of the United States which are 
ound in those islands in the course of a year, are etated, 
Probably, with sufficient accuracy, in the letter of the agents. 
ust emerging from a state of barbarism, the government of 
ands is as yet feeble; but its dispositions appear to be 
just and pacific; and it seems anxious (o improve the condition 
ae Lop by the inuoduction ¥ ae of religious 
+ mora’ tutions, means of education, and the arts of 
avilized life. 
It cannot but be in conformity with the interest and the 
of the Government and the people of the United States, 
this community, thus existing in the midst of a vast ex- 
panse of ocean, should be respected, and all its rights strictly 


and conscientiously regarded. And this must be the true in- 
terest of all other commercial States. Par remote from the 
dominions of European powers, its growth and prosperity, as 
an independent State, may yet be in a high degree useful to all 
whose trade is extended to those regions; while its nearer ap- 
proach to this contiveot, and the intercourse which American 
vessels have with it, could not but create dissatisfaction on 
the part of the United States at any attempt, by ano her power, 
(should such attempt be threatened or feared) to take posses- 
sion of the islands, colonize them, and subvert the native gov- 
ernment. Considering, therefore, that the United States pos- 
sess so very large a share of the intercourse with those 
islands, it is deemed not unfit to make the declaration that their 
Government seeks, nevertheless, no peculiar advantages, no 
exciusive control over the Haiwaian Government, but is content 
with its independent existence, and anxiously wishes for its se- 
cuiity and prosperity. Its forbearance, in this respect, under 
the circumstances of the very large intercourse of their citi- 
zens with the islands, would gratify the Government, (should 
events hereafter arise 10 require it,) in making a decided re- 
monstrance against the adoption of an opposite policy by any 
other power. Under the circumstances, I recommend to 
Congress to provide for a moderate allowance to be made out 
of the treasury to the consul residing there; that in a Gdv- 
ernment so new, and country so remote, American citizens may 
have respectable authority to which to apply for redress in 
case of injury to their persons and property; and to whom 
the Government of the country may also make known any acts 
committed by American citizens, of which it may think it 
has a right to complain. 

Events of considerable importance have recently transpired 
in China. The military operations carried on against that ein. 
pire by the English Government have been terminated by a 
treaty, according to the terms of which four important ports, 
hitherto shut against foreign commerce, are to be opened to the 
British merchants, viz: Amoy, Foo-choo-Foo, Ningpo, and 
Chinghai. I: cannot but be interesting to the mercantile inter- 
est of the United States, whose intercourse with China atthe 
single port of Canton has already become so considerable, to 
ascertain whether these other ports, now open to British com- 
merce, are to remain shut, nevertheless, against the commerce 
of the United States. The treaty between the Chinese Govern- 
ment and the British commissioner, provides neither for the 
admission nor the exclusion of the ships of other nations. It 
would seem, therefore, that it remains with every other nation 
having commercial intercourse with China to seek to make 
proper arrangements for itself with the Government of that 
empire in this respect. 


The importations into the United States from China are 
known to be large—having amounted in some years, as will be 
seen by the annexed tables, tu nine millions of dollars. The 
exports, too, from the United States to China, constitute an in- 
teresting and growing part of the commerce of the country. 

It appears that, in the year JS41,in the direct trade between 
the two countries, the value of the exports from the United 
States amounted to seven hundred and fifteen thousand dollars 
in domestic produce, and four hundred and eighty-five thousand 
dollars in foreign merchandise. But the whole amount of 
American produce which finally reaches China, and is there 
consumed, Is not comprised in these tables, which show only 
the direct trade. Many vessels with American products on 
board sail with a primary destination to otber countries, but 
ultimately dispose of more or less of their cargoes in the port 
of Canton. 

The peculiarities of the Chinese Goveriment and the Chi- 
nese character are well known. An empire, supposed to con- 
tain three hundred millions of subjects, fertile in various rich 
products of the earth, not without the knowledge of letters, and 
of many arts, and with large and expensive accommodation for 
internal intercourse and traffic, has for ages sought to exclude 
the visits of strangers and foreigners trom its dominions, and 
has assumed for itself a superiority over all other nations. 
Evenis appear likely to break down andsoften this spirit of 
non-intercourse, and to bring China, ere long, into the relations 
which usually subsist between civilized States. She has agreed, 
in the treaty with England, that correspondence between the 
agents of the two Governments shall be on equal terms; a con- 
cession which it is hardly probable will hereafter be withheld 
from other nations. 

It is true, that the cheapness of labor among the Chinese, 
their ingenuity in its application, and the fixed character of 
their habits and pursuits, may discourage the hope of the open- 
ing of any great and sudden demand for the fabrics of other 
countries. But experience proves that the productions of west- 
ern nations find a market to some among the Chinese; that 
that market, so far as respects the productions of the United 
States,although it has considerably varied in successive seasons, 
has, on the whole, more than doubled within the last ten years ; 
and it can hardly be doubted that the opening of several new 
and important ports connected with parts of the empire here- 
tofore seldom visited by Europeans or Americans, would exer- 
cise a favorable influence upon the demand for such produc- 
tions. : ; ; 

li is not understood that the immediate establishment of cor 
respondent embassies and missions, or the permanent residence 
of diplomatic functionaries, with full powers, of each country 
at the court of the other, is contemplated between England and 
China; although, as has been already observed, it has been 
stipulated that intercourse between the two countries shal] 
hereafter be on equal terms. An ambassador, or envoy extra- 
ordivary and minister plenipotentiary, can only be accredited, 
according to the usages of Western nations, to the head or 
sovereign of the state. And it may be doubtful whether the 
Court of Pekin is yet prepared to conform to these usages, so 
far as to receive a tninister plenipotentiary to reside near it. 

Being of opinion, however, that the commercial inter- 
ests of the United States, connected with China, require at 
the present mement a degree of attention and vigilance, such 
as there is no agent of this Government on the spot to bestow, 
I recommend to Congress to make appropriation for the com- 
pensation of a commissioner, to reside in China, ‘o exercise a 
watchful care over the concerns of American citizens, and for 
the protection of their persons and property; empowered to 
hold intercourse with the local authorities; and ready, under 
instructions from bis Government, should such instructions be- 
come necessary and proper hereafter, to address himself to the 
high functionaries of the empire, or, through them, to the Em- 

eror himself. . 

. It will not escape the observation of Congress, that, in order 
to secure the important objects of any such measure, a citizen 
of much intelligence and weight of character should be em- 
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ployed on euch agency; and that, to secure the services of such 
an individual, a compensation should be made correspouding 
with the magnitude and importance of the mission. 

JOHN TYLER 











Wasuinoron, Dec. 30, (842 

Mr. CUSHING, after a few remarks, moved to 
refer the message and accompanying documents to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and that it be 
printed; which motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER further communicated a repert 
from the P.st Office Depariment, in answer to a 
resolution of the House, on the subject of the de- 
lays in the transportation of the mail between 
Washington and Augusta, Georgia: referred to the 
Commitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The bill from the Senate tor the relief of the 
Steamboat Company of Nantucket; 

The bill from the Senate making compensation 
to pension agents; and 

The bill from the Senate to continue the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions; were seve ally read 
twice, and referred. 

The amendments of the Senate to the joint reso- 
lution providing for the distribution of the cop:es 
on hand of the catalogue of the Library of Con. 
gress, were read and concurred in. 

The SPEAKER observed that the next business 
in order would be the motions for the reconsidera- 
tion of certain private bills that were passed last 
week, of which there were three or four. 


Mr. G. DAVIS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 
of taking up the bill making an appropriation for 
paying for the printing of the Compendium of the 
Sixth Census. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called fur the yeas and nays, 
but they were not ordered; and, on taking the 
question, Mr. Davis’s motion was decided in the 
negative without a count. 

Mr. JOHN C. CLARK moved that the House 
adjourn, (at a quarter-past 2 o’clock:] rejected. 

The House then took up the motion for the re- 
consideration of the bill for the relief of Isaac Jus- 
tus; and, after some remarks from Mr. ARNOLD, 
in favor of the bill, the question of recons:deration 
was carried; and the next question beng &pon the 
passage of the bill, it was decided in the affirma- 
live without a division. 

The motion for the reconsideration of the bi!l for 
the relief of the widow and heirs of Benjamin W. 
Hopkins, was next considered; and, after some re- 
marks from Messrs. PARMENTER and SLADE, 
it was postponed to Friday next. 

The motion for the reconsideration of the bill 
providing for the payment of certain lowa militia, 
was also postponed to Friday next. 

The motion for the reconsideration of the bill 
for the relief of Phi‘ip Renanit was taken up; and 
after some remarks from Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, 
in opposition to it, and from Mr. YOUNG, in its 
support, 

Mn motion by Mr. IRWIN, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, January 3, 1843. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a men.orial from the 
city and county of Philadelphia against the repeal, 
but in favor of the medification, of the bankrupt 
law: referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from Win- 
throp, Maine, in favor of the repeal of the bank- 
rupt law. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and TALLMADGE pre- 
sented several memorials from the city and State 
of New York, remonstratiag against the repeal of 
the bankrupt act; wh'ch were referred to the Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memoria!, numer- 
ously signed, from Oneida county, New York, in 
favor of the repeal of the bankrupt ac!; which 
was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial from 
J. T. Hudson, prayivg that the Secretary of War 
may be enabled to execute a contraci made to set- 
He the conflicting claims to the Pea Pate" island: 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE presented a petition from the 
widew and heirs of John B. Chandonai (a haif- 
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wad Indian) praying certain compensation for 


the services of her husband during the war with 
Great Buiain, and for expenditures in money and 
in goods for the United States: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the 
city of New York, urging that the bankrupt Jaw 
was uncalled for, and unconstitutional, and highly 
destractive of the rights of the creditor, a and pray- 
ing for its repeal: referred to the Jadiciary Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
the city of New York, in which the memcrialists 
express the opinion that the bankrupt law was 
not unconstitutional; that they were opposed to 
its repeal, and suggested modifications : referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition from George 
Reber, administrator of William H. Hunter, de- 
ceased, praying the allowance of a claim for ser- 
vices performed by said Hunter for the Indian 
Department: referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from DeKalb 
county, Illinois, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Chicago to Grand Detour, in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING presented a petition from C. G. 
Gunter, praying that the title to a Creek reserva- 
tion may be vested in him: referred te the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that he had been re- 
quested by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to 
submit a resolution; which was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the resolution of the Senate of the 3d of 
March, 1841, requesting the Secretary of War to report to the 
Henate, at the ensuing session of Congress, his opinion upon the 
subject of the reservation claims arising under the Cherokee 
treaty, which had been rejected by the board of commiasioners, 
&c., be, and the same is hereby, reacinded. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that the opinion of the 
Secretary of War was unnecessary, inasmuch a: a 
Jaw bad been passed, and a board of commission- 
ets had been appointed under it, to investigate 
those claims. The board are now investigating 
them. They do not want the opinion of the Sec- 
retary; and a great labor would be saved the de- 
partment by rescinding the resolation. 

After a few remarks from Mr. GRAHAM, 
doubting whether any board were progressing with 
an investigation, (the claims of bis censtituents not 
yet being investigated;) and by Mr. KING, assur- 
ing him that said commission was now in session 
in this city, and in the performance of their duty; 
the question was put on the resolution, and it was 
adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK submitted the following resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structedto inquire into the expediency of surrendering to the 
tate of Maryland al! the interest the United States may have 
in the siock of the Chesapeake and Obio Caaal Company, 
upon such justand liberal terms as may be best calculated to 
induce to the early completion of that important work; and 
that they be instructed to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana suggested to the mover 
to strike out the words “report by bill or other- 
wise,” as they were unnecessary; which sugges- 
tion being yielded to, 

The résolution was adopted as modified. 

Mr. BUCHANAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which lies one day on the table, under the 
rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate any report which may have been 
made to him, or to the Solicitor of the Treasury, by the United 
States aitorney for the eastern district of Pennsylvania, in re- 
jation to the cloth cages, recently tried in that district, involving 
forfeitures consequent upon the violation of the revenue laws. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which lies one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the report of Lieutenant Wilkes to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, relating to the Territory of Oregon, be print- 
ed; and that the charts of Columbia river, and the waters of 
the Admiralty inlet and Paget sound, be engraved or litho- 
eraphed under directien of Lieutenant Wilkes. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which lies on the table one day, un- 
der the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
se to the Senate, in as concise a form as may be practi- 
cable: 

1. The amount of the public debt at the close of the war of 
the Revolution, and the amount paid by the Federal Govern- 
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ment nent for the individual Biates, “for the expenditures ures incurred in 


that war. 

2. The amount of the public debt at the close of the late war 
with Great Britain; and the amount of the public debt at the 
close of each Administration of the Federa}] Government. 

3. The amount remaining in the treasury at the close of each 
Administration. 

4. The gross amount of the receipts of each Administration 

—distinguishing between the receipts from imports, public 
lands, and other sources. 

5 The gross amount of the expenditures of each Adminis- 
tration—distinguishing between the amount paid in discharge 
« i yublic debt, oat for other purposes. 

e amount deposited with the States, severally. 

7. The gross amount of continental paper money issued by 
the Federal Government, and the amount of the same redeemed 
by the Government. 

8 The present public debt of the United States, in gross. 

9. The present public debt of Great Britain, in gross. 

10. Fhe gross amount of exports and of imports of the Uni- 
ted Siates, during each Administration of the Pedera) Govern- 
ment. 

11. What nations have funded their public debt, or the debts 
of their citizens, under the original par value thereof, or ata 
diminished rate of interest, and the terms of such funding. 


Mr. MERRICK, fromthe Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reporied back, without 
amendment, House bill entitled “An act for the re- 
lief of Samuel D. Rose and others;” and House 
bill entitled “An act for the relief of Barent Siry- 
ker” 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticnt presented several 
resolutions passed by the Legislature of Connec- 
ticut— 

1. Instructing their Senators to make suitable 
exertions to procure the passage of a law to refund 
to General Jackson the fine imposed on him by 
Judge Hall, in the year 1815, with interest thereon 
to the time of payment}, without condition or qual- 
ification, as an actof long-delayed justice to that 
venerable citizen, patriot, and statesman. 

2. Requesting Congress to make suitable provis- 
ion for drilling and disciplining the militia officers 
of the United States, that they may be schooled in 
the arts of war, and be competent to discharge their 
duties in time of war. 

3 Resolution denying the right of Congress to 
dictate to the States the mode in which they shall 
elect their Representatives in Congress; and pro- 
testing against the exercise of that right by the 
Congress of the United States, as a palpable and 
dangerous violation of rights of the Legislatures 
and people of the States; which resolutions, on the 
motion of Mr. SMITH, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury relating to insolvent 
debtors of the United States, reported a bill to con- 
tinue in force the several acts now in existence for 
the relief of insolvent debtors; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following 
resolution, which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so modi- 
{ying the existing lawsas that each Assistant Postmaster General, 
shall be ap pointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Also, whether itbeexpedient to repeal or modify the law 
which prohibits contractors for the conveyance of the mail from 
carrying, without the consent of the Postmaster General, news- 

papers other than those carried in the mail. 


Mr. WOODBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an adverse report on the claim of 
James B. M’Kown; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of confirming to Martin 
Fenwick, of Maryland, a certain tract of land lying in the State 
of Missouri; and that the papers on file in the office of the Sec- 
retary of the Senate be referred to the same committee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of confirming to Ab- 
salom Link a certain tract of land lying in the State of Mis- 
souri, and that the papers on file in the office of the Secretary 
of the Senate be referred to the same committee. 


Oo motion by Mr. LINN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropria- 
tion for the benefit of the heirs of Wm. A. Slacum; and that the 
petition and papers on file in the office of the Secretary of the 
Senate be referred to said committee. 


On motion by Mr. LINN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing an explana- 
tory law embracing certain land claims confirmed to the sons of 
Bento Vasquez in 1855, by the board of commissioners appoint- 
ed to investigate private land claims in een under acts 
of Congress of 9th July, 1832, and 2d March, 1 


Mr. LINN presented documents relating to the 
claim of Dr. Fenwick; which were referred. 


es 


Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill autho aa, 
izing the sale of school lands in the State of Utinois, 
and to legalize such sales as have been made prior 
to the passage of such act; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. YOUNG preseated documents on the syb. 
ject of a grant of land, to aid in completi ‘ing the II. 
linois and Michigan canal, which he moved the 
printing of: referred to the Committee oa Print. 
ing. 

Sundry bills from the House were taken from 
the table, read twice, and appropriately referred, 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 


The orders of the day brought up Mr. Linn’; 
bill ‘to author ze the adoption of measures for the 
occupation and settlement of the Territory of Ore. 
gon, for extending certain portions of the laws of 
the United States over the same, and for other pur- 
poses;” the consideration of which was resumed 
from Friday, as in committee of the whole. 

Some doubt being expressed as to the question 
pending, 

The CHAIR explained that it was on Mr. 
Archer's motion renewing the motion of the Sen. 
ator from Ohio [Mr. Tapraw] to strike out the pre. 
amble to the bill, which was in these words: 
‘Whereas the title ‘of the United States to the Ter. 
ritory of Oregon is certain, and will not be abap- 
doned: therefore”— 

Mr. LINN remarked that he hoped, upon recon. 
sideration, the gentlemen who were in favor of 
striking out the preamble when the bill was last up, 
would now feel satisfied that there was nothing mn 
it to render this motion to strike out necessary, 
whilst there was much to be considered in favor of 
letting it stand. Itis very ceriain (as he remarked 
the other day) that we have some Oregon territory, 
and that to it we will not abanden our title. Great 
Britain does not deny that we have some; why, 
then, should our assertion to that effect give any 
cause of dissatisfaction? But, even if it did, the 
assurance that we will not abandon our title should 
be made, because it is requisite to quiet the minds 
of our own people on that point. It is all-important 
that we should give some satisfactory answer to 
the daily inquiries made. We owe it to our citi- 
zens already settled in the territory, and now 
amounting to 1,500 or 2,000. He had letters 
which led him to the conviction that, if this assur- 
ance were given, the settlers, during ‘the next sum- 
mer, would amount to at least 5,000. In a matter 
of this kind, it was not, in his opinion, at all ne- 

cessary to have any regard to the effect it would 
would produce on Bngland. If that country was 
so unreasonable as to object to the declaration 
made in this preamble, he certainly would not be 
deterred by that objection; nor would he make the 
least modification to suit her views. till, if other 
gentlemen in favor of the bill continued to oppose 
the preamble, he would not, for the sake of retain- 
ing it, like to lose the bill itself, merely because the 
preamble was or was not stricken out. He hoped 
it would be continued as it was. 

Mr. ARCHER said he was very sorry that he 
did not feel himself any more at liberty to day, than 
he did when the bill was last under consideration, 
to accede to the wishes of the honorable Senator 
from Missouri for the withdrawal of that motion. 
He thought, as a matter of good taste, they ought 
not to retain such a preamble. The motives of the 
honorable Senator from Missouri were—what? To 
give assurance to the population of that territory 
that this Government really mean to carry out 
their own bill! Was there any such assurance 
wanted? Was not the passage of the bill itself 
sufficient assurance? Would it not, in fact, argue 
a sort of imputation, if, in addition to the passage 
of the bill, 'his declaration be required to be made 
as a sort of guaranty for the sincerity of this 
Government? The honorable Senator from Mis- 
souri would not affirm that such a declaration wa 
necessary, in reference to other subjects of legisla- 
tion; and if not necessary in other cases, why it 
this? 

But there were other objections still oye 
Did not the gentleman perceive that it would be 
better to avoid all cause of offence, and to obiait 
the possession of this territory on terms of perfect 
amity and good feeling with all foreign power, 
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rather (han awaken their jealousy and animosity? 
The adoption of such a preamble he (Mr. A.) 
thought was calculated to awaken the pride, and 
possibly the resistance, of the British Government. 
Did the gentleman suppose that the British Govern- 
ment were SO little disposed to indulge the feeling 
of jealousy as to overlook a circumstance of this 
;ind? Since this subject was last under consider- 
ation, he (Mr. Ancurr) had given it an attentive 
aad laborious investigation ; and, though he be- 
jieved the title of the United States was a strong 
one, yet it Was a subject involving so much 
dificul'y, and spread over so great a surfaces that 
he certainly felt a besitation in saying it wes whol- 
ly clear, undoubted, and unequivocal. It wasa 
complicated subject. Did it become them, then, to 
say peremptorily, and at once, that the title is un- 
doubted and unequivocal? He believed it was not 
the trae course of policy for this Government to 
pursue in relation to this subject. In every view 
that could be taken of the subject, the preamble 
was pseless, and it might produce evil conse- 
quences. He hoped, therefore, the Senate would 
concur With bim in striking it from the bill. 

Mr. WALKER observed that on every occasion 
of referring this subject toa select committee for 
the last four or five years, it had been his duty, as 
amember of such committee, (of which his friend 
from Missouri, [Mr. Linw,] the mover, was cbair- 
man,) uniformly to concur in opinion with him 
that there ought to be some action of Congress for 
the {cccupation and settlement of the territory. 
Heretofore, the bills introduced for that purpose 
had been postponed from time to time, owing to 
the allegaiion that we had many other subjects of 
negotiation with England to be settled, which this 
might embarrass. It was always urged as a mo- 
tive for postponement, that it would be imprudent 
to act in this matter, lest our action might raise up 
new difficulties to protract those negotiations, 

The same objections cannot now exist. All the 
difficulties—or, at least, the greatest of them—were 
seitled by the late treaty. They may be consid- 
ered as adjasted. 


The question now was, really, whether we are 
io assert our rights in re!ation to this territory, or 
to abandon them—whether we shall maintain our 
title, or by our own neglect suffer it to be placed 
indoubt. Now, he was fully prepared to say, that 
be was not disposed to abandon ene inch of the 
territory claimed by this country on the northwest 
coast, from the 424 to the 54th degree of northern 
latitude. To the whole of this territory, he con- 
sidered the title of the United States indefeasible, 
and that we should not abandon our claim to one 
inch of it. He went further: he would say that 
Great Britain had no right to the portion oceupied 
by her subjects, and claimed by her; and -that it 
was now more than ever necessary that we should 
assert our rights, considering the late events with 
regard to her occupation of China by British 
torees. 

From a careful examinaticn of the various bills 
heretofore introduced, and the reports of committees, 
as well as other sources of information on the sub- 
ject, he had come to the conviction that every 
inch of the territory within the latitudes designated 
belonged of right to the United States, and that the 
British Government has not a shadow of claim to 
the smallest portion of it He fully believed that 
how to refuse the assertion of our claim would 
be injurious to this country and itshonor. He did 
bot believe that, if we made the declaration em- 
bodied in this preamble, war with Great Britain 
would follow. On the contrary, he believed it 
would extinguish her pretence for a quarrel 
wih us, But, even if it was to produce that 
tflect, be was prepared to make the declaration 
notwithstanding, and abide the issue. He was not 
prepared to abandon our title to an inch of the ter- 
ritory, om the ground that our assertion of it would 
lead to war,or on anyother ground; because he 
considered that title indisputable and indefeasible. 
He believed it now to be the duty of Congress to 
assert our title; to declare to the world that we will 
maintain our rights, and will not abandon them. 
If Great Britain is to take offence at our deciara- 
ion that we will maintain our rightful claim, her 
doing so would be no argument to him that we 








ought to yicli. He considered the preambie to the 
bill of the greatest importance, and hoped it would 
not be stricken out. 

Mr. LINN remarked that, unfortunately, by 
our OWN supioeness, we had permitted Great Brit- 
ain, for all practical purposes, to take possession 
of the territory. From 1814, through the agency 
of the Northwest Fur Company, and subsequently 
through that of the Hudson Bay Company, in 
which the former was merged, she had gained all 
she could gain from the practical possession and 
occupation of the country. She had, by the ex- 
tension of her territorial laws of Canada, by act 
of Parliament, carried British laws to the very 
limits of our own organized territorial govern- 
ments. England had thus told us what we might 
or might not do. She had literally said to us, You 
may go s0 far, but you shail not go one step be- 
yond: if you do, we will object, and our objection 
must be enough to stop you: you must abide by 
our acts of Parliament. Oaght we to suffer this? 
Ought we not, rather, to stand up to her foot to 
fcot, and at once meet her face to face, and put an 
end to her encroachments? 

We are too prone to pay undue deference to our 
old mother country. We forget how much worse 
than a bad stepmother she had in time past proved 
to us. We cannot, inspiteof our reason and our re- 
collections, cast off our colonial deference to ber au- 
thority. We never will get free from her arrogance 
till another opportunity occurs of proving our inde- 
pendence—another contest, in which she will be 
as much humbled as she was in the last. He did 
not desire to see another contest with Great Britain. 
But he firmly believed we would never, in the face 
of heaven and the world, stand as freemen, till we 
had another conflict; and, though he did not desire 
it, yet he never would take one step backward to 
avoid it. He would recall to the Senate the ag- 
gression of England, the burning of our ships, the 
murder of our seamen, the destruction of property 
upon the frontier, which we had sustained year af- 
ter year, and which all had borne as if our whole 
population were imbued with the divine spirit of 
Christianity. Was it so? No, sir; it was not 
through this high and exalted motive ‘hat we sub- 
mitted; it was from a very different cause. He 
would assert again, in any contest that may take 
place, we have retreated so often and so long, 
and debased ourselves so much, that he felt he 
would not yield another inch of ground. But he 
woul’ ask, how would this affect our relations with 
Great Britain? It was merely asserting that they 
would not abandon it. [t was an encouraging 
declaration on the part of the United States, to 
those people who may think proper to cast their 
lot in that territory. 

He could see no objection to the passage of the 
preamble. Would not Great Britain take the 
same exception to the bill as to the preamble? 
Practically, the bill was just as offensive without it 
as with it. 


Mr. KING did not agree with the honorable 
Senator that it was at all necessary to the assertion 
of our rights to make the declaration which is 
made by this preamble. It appeared to him that 
the most dignified, firm, and decided course was to 
point out what was necessary to be done, to take 
possession, and to hold it until the whole matter 
could be finally and permanently determined. 
We believe (said Mr. K ) that we have the right to 
the territory in question; and at a proper time we 
may be calied on to assert that rght. - But I do 
not think it necessary for us to assert that right in 
advance, and to say that we will have the country 
because it is ours. It would not make our posi- 
tion any better, or give us a higher standing. He 
hoped the honorable Senator would see the pro- 
priety of striking out the preamble. Much as he 
desired to see the country occupied by an Ameri- 
can population, which would be enabled in a few 
years, if properly supported by the Government, 
to defend and maintain the territory; yet he 
would not resort to any such expedient—indeed, 
nonesuch was necessary. The billitself, he thought, 
would go very far towards giving them such a 
population—a population of hardy, enterprising 
men. 

The country must be ours, and he felt no appre- 
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| hension that any foreign power, however strong, 


can by any possibility hold long possession of any 
portion of this continent. He (Mr. K) would 
not precipitate the matier by the adoption of such 
a preaméle as this; he would prefer that the Senate 
should act on the bill by itself. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he was inclined to 
vote againsi the preamble—not because he did not 
concur in the propriety of what had been expressed 
as to maintaining our just rights, but because it 
seemed to bim that, however strong the language 
employed might be, it was a very feeble method of 
asserting our claim; it, in fact, rather conveyed the 
impression that they were doubtful of their own title, 
and were aliempting to fortify it by a declaration that 
right or wrong, we intend to stand by it. If our 
title be a clear one, it requires no such declaration; 
and if it be not a good title, depend upon it, it is not 
more likely to be recognised by the world, in con- 
sequence of such declaration on our part. Be- 
lieving as he did, that our title is complete and un- 
blemished, be would not sully it by any such pro- 
ceeding. How would it sound, if, in an act rela- 
ting to the District of Columbia, we were to insert 
a declaration that we would never abandon the 
possession? Would it not be absurd? He could 
see no occasion for disputing about the matter. It 
was highly inappropriate and unfit; and he should, 
therefore, give his vote against the preamble. . 


Mr. ARCHER hoped the Senator from Missouri 
understood that he was not either opposed to the 
bill, orto the maintenance of cur rights, whenev- 
er there would be occasion to assert them. He 
only objected to the expediency and necessity of 
the preamble tothe bill. He thought it altogether 
imprudent, besides being in bad taste, to put any 
such preamble to the bill at all. 

The question being them taken by ayes and noes, 
it wasfound that they were 17 to 17; and, as the 
Chair was about to give a casting vote, 

Mr. ARCHER called for the yeas and nays; 
but before they were ordered, 

Mr. KING asked whether this vote taken by 
yeas and nays, or indeed in any form, would not 
be calculated to have the very effect which the 
Senator trom Missouri deprecated—that of pre- 
judicing the question, and increasing the doubt he 
wishes to dispel. The preamble asserts an un- 
doubted title to the territory, A vote to sirike out 
the assertion of this undoubted right would bear 
the inference that the Senate had some doubt; and 
even if the motion to strike out did not prevail, the 
vote of its supporters would have the tendency in- 
dicated. He hoped the Senator from Missouri 
would see the disadvantage of this vo'e, and agree 
to remove the difficulty by acceding at once to the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. PHELPS, as a member of the select com- 
mittee, should say that he did not consider the 
preamble to the bill, when pressed by the chair- 
man, very important; but was willing to retain it, 
on the ground that it was necessary to satisfy the 
public mind. But now that the subject had been 
debated, and a question put on striking out the pre- 
amble, he thought it better it should be retained, 
than that any doubt should be increased by the de- 
cision in favor of the motion to strike out. 

Mr. LINN, afier a few remarks, for the sake of 
unanimity in support of the general provisions of 
the bill, consented to accept the amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia. 

The preamble, therefore, by general consent, 
was stricken out. 

Mr. FULTON submitied an amendment to come 
in at the sixteenth line, as follows: 

“ And to every such inhabitant and cultivator, being a mar- 
ried man, there shall be granted, in addition, one hundred and 
sixty acres to the wife of said husband, and the like quantity of 
one hundred and sixty aeres to the father, for each child under 


the age of eighteen years, he may have, or which may be born 
within five years afterwards, 


Mr. FULTON remarked that the object of his 
amendment was to make some equality in the pro- 
visions of the bill between married. persons and 
those who were single. It was also his purpose, in 
offering it, ‘o hold out strong inducements to men 
having families to undertake the hazardous enter- 
prise of emigrating to that remote and beautiful 
territory. The expense to men with families to 
get there would be much greater than to single 
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men; and he thought, therefore, to produce equal- 
ity, @ greater quantum of land should be given to 
married men. He hoped there wou!d be no ob- 
jection to the amendment. 

Mr. BENTON said he desired to vote for this 
amendment. He went on to show that the French 
atid Spanish Governments, in their plans of settle 
ment in Louisiana, had granted land to the hus- 
band, to the wife, and so much for each of his chil- 
dren, and each of his slaves; and thatsuch plan 
was equitable, and weut te equalize the grants 
among the vetilers. Mr. B. said that to the man 
having a family, it was the most ccstly and 
hazardous to emigrate He was for inducing men 
with families togo te that country, because it 
would give the strongest bonds which could be 
given fcr the faithful defence of the country. The 
man of family has far more responsibility on 
him to defend his wife and children. He would 
therefore vote with the greatest pleasure for the 
amendment. 

Messrs McROBERTS and CRITTENDEN sug- 
gested modifications of the amendment; which were 
accepted by the mover of it. 

The question was then put on the amendmen, 
and it was agreed to 

Mr. PHELPS remarked that the bill provided 
for extending the civil and criminal jurisdiction of 
thejsupreme court and district courts of the Terri 
tory of lowa over the Oregon Territory, as defined 
in the bill; and for that purpose authorized the ap- 
pointment of two as-ociate judges of the supreme 
court of the Territory of lowa, in addition to the 
number now authorized by law. He did not think 
it was necessary to make the appointment of two 
additional judges obligatory; and moved to strike 
out the word “shall,” in the 3d line of the biil, and 
insert, ‘may, in the discretion of the President;” so 
as (0 leave discretion with the President to judge of 
the necessity of their appointment. ; 

The question was put on the amendment, and it 
Was agreed to, 

Mr. LINN moved to fill the blaak witht $100,000 
to carry the provisions of the bill iato effect; which 
ainendment, afier a few remarks by Messrs. LINN, 
SMITH of Indiana, HUNTINGTON, McROB- 
ERTS, and CRITTENDEN, was agreed to. 

At the suggestion of Messrs. WOODBURY, 
CRITTENDEN, and SEVIER, some further 
amendmenis were made to the bill. The bill was 
then reported to the Senate; and, 

At the suggestion of Mr. TAPPAN, was ordered 
to lie on the tab'e till to-morrow, with a view of 
having it printed as amended. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that George McDaftie, 
the Senator elected by the Legislature of South 
Carolina to fill the vacancy occasioued by the res- 
ignation of Mr. Preston, was present, thorgh his 
credentials were not received. He had ieft bome 
with the expec'ation that his credentials would be 
received oa his arrival here. Mr. A. had been 
told by the Secretary that there were precedents to 
authorize the qualifying of Mr. McDoaffic, though 
his credentials were not formally presented. He 
moved that he be permitted to qualify. 

The CHAIR remarked that there were prece- 
denis to justify that course. 

Mr. McDurrix then presented himself, and was 
qualified. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tvespay, January 3, 1843. 

Mr. EASTMAN presented the petition of Joseph 
French and forty-nine others, citizens of Barn- 
stead, New Hampshire, for a mail roate from Gil- 
manton Iron Werks 'o Manchester, in said State. 

Also, the petition of Kphraim Tibbets, and fifty- 
one others, citizens of said Gilmanton Iron Works; 


of James Kaox. and seventy others, citizens of 


Pembroke; ot R. T. Leavitt and one hundred and 
seventeen others, citizens of Pittsfield; and of J. G. 
Cilley and one hundred and twenty-nine others, 
citizens of Manchester; all praying for the estab- 
lishment of said mail route from Gilmanton Iron 
Works to Manchester; which said several petitions 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Also, the petition of Thomas D Morrison, of 
New Hawpshire, for remuneration; which was re- 
ferred to the Commitiee of Claims. 

Mr. BOYD presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Marshall and Calloway counties, Ken- 
tucky, praying that a pension Le granted to Joseph 
Bow!in, a disabled soldier of the la‘e war. 

Mr. H. DODGE presented a petition, signed by 
four hundred and thirty-two inhabitants of the ciy 
of Buffalo, in the State of New York, asking Con- 
gress for an appropriation for a harbor at the town 
of Milwaukie, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Also, the petition cf imbabitants of Sac coun 
ty, in the Territory of Wisconsin, asking Con- 
gress for an appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Fox and Wi-consin rivers. 

Also, a petition numerously signed by inhabi- 
tants of the towa of Southport, in the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appro- 
priation for a harber at that town, on the western 
shore of Lake Michigan. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Edward 
8. Jarvis, and twenty-six other shipmasters and 
merchants of Moant Desert, for an appropriation 
to improve the navigation of Penobscot bay, 
Maine; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The several committees were called on for re- 

orts, 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill to amend the act 
entitled “An actto establish a district court of the 
United States at Wheeling, in the State of Vir- 
ginia.” 

Mr. J. said, as he presumed there would be no 
objection to the bill, he moved that it be now 
passed. 

The bill was then read three times and passed. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the followirg 
resolution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing capital 
punishment m public. 


Mr. WISE, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, made sundry adverse reporis. 


COST OF FIRE-ARMS., 

Mr. CALHOUN offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House, 
as soon as practicable, , 

ist. The cost of the materials for the fabrication of fire-arms 
at the United States armories. 

24. The price paid for labor on the musket. 

3d. The expense, per musket, for all other labor, comprising 
the making and repairing of tools, pay of officers, &c.—pre- 
senting a distinct statement for each of the last three years. 

And that he further report the amount expended at each of 
the armories during the last three years, separately, for all pur- 
poses not directly connected with the construction of the mus- 


ket. 
LIGHT-HOUSE IN MAINE, 


Mr. LOWELL offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of erecting a light-house at Lit- 
tle River harbor, in Cutler, Maine. 


ABOLITION. 


Mr. SLADE rose and said he wished to present 
the resolutions of the Legislature of Vermont in re- 
lation to the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia As their reception was precluded by the 
2Qist rule, he should be under the necessity of mov- 
ing asuspension of that rule, for the purpose of 
accomplishing his object, and offering the following 
preamble and resolution: 


Whereas, by a law of the United States, framed on the 15th of 
May, 1820, the foreign slave-trade is declared to be piracy, and 
is made punishable by death: 

And whereas, there is, and has long been carried on in the 
District of Celumbia, within sight of the halls of the two 
Houses of Congress, and the residence of the Chief Executive 
Magistrate of this nation, a trade in men, involving all the prin- 
ciples of outrage on human rights which characterize the for- 
eign slave-trade, and which have drawn down upon it the male- 
lictions of the civilized world, and stigmatized those engaged 
in itas enemies of the human race: 

And whereas, the trade thus exiating in this District is aggra- 
vated in enormity, by reason of its being carried on in the heart 
of a nation whose institutions are based upon the principle that 
all men are created equal, and whose laws have, in effect, pro- 
claimed its great and superlative iniquity; aggravated, more- 
over, by its outrage on the sensibilitiesof a Christian commu. 
nity, by its sundering of the ties of Christian brotherhood, and 
by the anguish of its remorseless violation of all the domestic 
relations, rendered the more deep and enduring by the hallow. 


ing influence of the Christian religion upon those relat 
by the increased strength which it gives to the domestic 5 a 
tions: . 

And whereas, one of the purposes of the Constitution , 
providing for the setting apart, and exempting from Biate | 
risdiction, a district for the seat of the Government of the Un, 
States, was, to provide a common ground whereon all coy, 
meet, under a system of Jaws not involving, of Necessity 
ciples or usages peculiar to any of the States, but based y 
the great principles asserted in the Declaration of Inde m 
and looking tothe great objects contemplated in the Pleamb, 
to the Constitution: 

And whereas, that purpose of the Constitution is defeated, by 
subjecting a majority of the Representatives of the people ay 
of tte States, in the two Houses of Congress, and a Majority of 
those employed in the executive departments at the taka 
Government, to the necessity of witnessing a trade in huma, 
beings, which is to them a source of grievous annoyance, and 
an object of deep abhorrence and detestation: 

And whereas, this trade in human beings is carried on Under 
the authority of laws enacted by the Congress of the Unites 
States; thereby involving the people of all the States jp iw 
guilt and disgrace— a gutlt and disgrace enhanced by the coy, 
sideration that those laws are a@ virtual usurpation of pows 
the Constitution of the United States having conferred upo, 
Congress no right to establ.sh the relation of slavery, orto 
tion and protect the slave-trade in any portion of this Confeds. 
racy: Therefore, . 

Resolved, That alllaws in any way authorizing og sanction. 
ing the slave-trade in this District, ought to be repealed, and th 
trade prohibited; and that the Committee for the Disrrict 
Columbia be instructed to report a bill accordingly. ; 


Mr. GILMER inquired if the motion was in oy. 
der; to which 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the mo. 
tion. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN asked if it would be in or. 
der to move to lay the motion on the table? 

The SPEAKER said No. 

Some confusion then ensued, and several genile. 
men attempted to get the floor; in the midst of 
which, the calling of the'roll was commenced. 

The House refused to suspend—yeas 73, niys 
109, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Aycrigs, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Bor 
den, Briggs, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cathoun, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Richard D. Dams, 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Gates, 
Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Halsted, Henry, Hud: 
son, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James, Linn, McKennan, Me 
Keon, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Oliver, Osborne, Parmenter, Patridge, Pendleton, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randal}, Randolph, Ridgway, Roosevelt, 
William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, Stratton, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Joseph L. White, and Win. 
throp—73. 

NAYS—Mesers. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arring: 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Dawson. Dean, Deberry, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gog- 
gin, Gordon, Green, Gwin, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irwin, Jack, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, 
King, Lewis, Lituefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKay, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathews, 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Powell, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Joho B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triple’, 
Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Washington, Watterson. Weller, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, Christopher H. Williams 
Wise, and Wood—109. 


NAVAL DEPOT. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST presented the resolutions 
of the General Assembly of the State of Rhode 
Island, setting forth the very decided and superior 
fitness of some place in Narraganset Bay fora 
naval depot: referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

BREAKWATER. 

Mr. SALSTONSTALL presented a resolution 
instructing the Commitiee of Ways and Means ' 
inquire into the expediency of making an appro 
priation for the construction of a breakwater #! 
Sandy Bay, Massachusetts. 

BANKRUPT ACT. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT offered a petition from 
sundry citizens of New York, praying for the repeal 
of the bankrupt law: referred to the Committee 
the Judiciary. 

ABOLITION. 

Mr. MORGAN presented a resolution instract 
ing the Committee on the Territories to inquire jlo 
the expediency of repealing an act passed by (be 
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erivoria! Legislature of Florida, entitled “An act 
o prevent the future migration or emigration of 
fee negroes and malattoes into said Territory,” 
so much thereof as imposes a capitation tax on 
veh of them as may enter said Territory, and au- 
ihorizes their sale for ninety-nine years for non- 
parment of said tax, 

Mr. BLACK moved to lay the resolution on 


the table. 

Mr. JAMES called for the yeas and nays, 

hich were ordered; and being taken, resulted in 
113, nays 80; as follows:”. 


YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arrington, Bidlack, 
Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, AaronV. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Chas. Brown, Burke, William O. Bacier, Green W. Caldwell, 
ck C. Caldwell, William B. Campbel!, Thomas J, Camp: 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, 
« A. Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Danie!, Garrett Davis, Daw- 
oo, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Chs. 
4. Fioyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gustine, Gwin, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Wm. Cost 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, King, Lewis, 
Linlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McCiellan, 
McKay, Alfred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Ows- 
. Patridge, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powe!!, Rayner, Red- 
, Rencher, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, 
shaw, Shields, Stanly, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
join T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Valiaferro, John B. 
Thumpson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, 
Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—113. 
NaYS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayc 
ngg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
man, Borden, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, James Cooper. Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Richard 
PD. Davis, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Gaies, Giddings, P.G. Goode, Granger, Halste’!, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
Linn, McKennan, McKeon, Marchand, Mathiot, Mattocks, 
Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Parmenter, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Read, 
Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Slade, Truman Smith, Stokely, 
firatton, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Wal- 
lace, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, and Jolin Young—80v. 


GENERAL JACKSON’S FINE. 


Mr. BOWNE offered a resolution on this sub- 
ject, as follows: 



















































fixe imposed on General Andrew Jackson at New Orleans. 
(The bill was that introduced by Mr. Linn, in 
the Senate, on the 10th March, 1842, which pro 
vided that the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury Department be directed to ascertain the 
amount of the penalty or damages awarded by the 
distict judge of the United States at New Or!ea 
in the year 1815, against Major General Andrew 


Jackson, then commander-in-chief of that distriet, | 


for official acts in that capacity, and paid by him 
al that time; and that the suin so paid, with inter- 
est at 6 per cent. per annum, be paid to Major 
General Andrew Jackson, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. ] 


Mr. BOWNE moved the previous question on | 


the adoption of his resolution. 

The SPEAKER took the question, and being of 
opinion that the motion was negatived— 

Mr. WELLER called for tellers; aud they were 
ordered. 

Messrs. Wetter and Bricas were appointed 
tellers; and they, having taken the vote, reported 
66in the affirmative, and 83 in the negative; so 
Santis for the previous question was not sec- 
nded, 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL submitted the following 
tolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
iat into the expediency ef making early provision, by 

ll or otherwise, for renewing and continuing the pen- 


"ous of the widows of persons who were lost in the United 
Sates ship Epervier. ~~ 


THE BANKRUPT LAW. 


Mr. EVERETT called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER announced the order of the day 
lo be the bill to repeal the bankropt law; on which 
he gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Marswatt]} 
had the floor. 

Mr.T. F. MARSHALL, who had the floor, 
Tose, and observed that he was extremely anxious 
lo have said a word or two on the subject of the 
tepeal of the bankrupt law, and was particularly 
anrious to have said something upon the inciden- 
lal questions started in debate by the gentleman 
ftom Massachusetts, (Mr. CusHina;] but he was 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed | 
toreport, on Thursday next, the following bill to refund the | 
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warned by the experience of Iast night that person- 
41 debility would prevent him from proceeding, as 
he could have wished, for the sbort time the rules 
of the House allowed him. He should, therefore, 
yield the floor to any gentleman who wished to 
address the House on the subject. He was per- 
fectly sure, he added, that the state of his health 
would not enable him to proceed as he wished. 

Mr. MILTON BROWN regretted the disap- 
poiniment that all must necessarily feel in con- 
sequence of the gentleman’s declining to address 
the House on this subject,as was expected. He 
regretted, in common with all others, the circum: 
stances that rendered it necessary for him to do so. 
For himself, he had no purpose toen’er into the 
general cebate in regard to these subjects of politi- 
cal controversy which had been discussed by the 
gentlemen who preceded him. His simple and 
sole object in now rising to address the House was 
to say something in regard to the reasons which 
would induce him to vote against the r-pea! of the 
bankrupt law. He voted for that law originally, 
under the impression that his constituents desired 
him to do so; and, baving no information that they 
desired its repeal, he voted against that measure at 
the last session; and, pursuing the same course, be 
should, for stronger reavons, vote against it now. 

Perbaps, in the history of our whole legislation, 
there never had been a law more misunders!ood 
and more misrepresented than this. Objections 
had been urged against it, that, he ventured to 
say, had seldom originated in the law itself, but inthe 
representations of those who raied the objections. 
It was not his purpose (Mr. B. said) to give this 
question a party turn; on the contrary, it was 
his®intention to discuss it in connexion with the 
opinions of both the political parties of the coun- 
try. It «ould be borne in mind that, before the 
last presidential election, the passage of a bankrupt 
law was advocated by gentlemen of both pelitical 

parties; and even now it would be found that there 

were very few who object to such a bankrupi law, 

of itself, though they object to its details. It was 

said that there were obnoxious features in the law 

which not only ought to be repealed, but that the 

law itself should be repealed. It was worthy of ob- 

servation, that the clause in the Constitution which 

gave to Congress the power, and the only power, 

f passing a bankrupt law, was adopted by nine 
to one. At that time a large majority of 
parties concurred in the belief that it wasa 

* provision, and should be acquiesced in by 
ongress. 

‘Yo show that both parties, previous to the last 
presidential election, concurred in the propriety of 
passing a bankrupt law, be would refer to the fact 
that there were two bills reported in the Senate, at 
the same time, from the two political parties in 


o 
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that body; each professing to be the plan of the - 


party who reported it. One of these bills was re- 
ported by Mr. Clayton, the other by Mr. Wall. 
That reported by Mr. Clayton was looked upon 
as the bill of the Whig party, to which he belong- 
ed; and that reported by Mr. Wall, as the bill of 
the Democratic party, of which he was a distin- 
guished member. For this he had the authority of 
Mr. Venton, from whose speech on that oecasion 
(which would be found in the Congressional 
G'obe) he begged leave to read a few extracts. Mr. 
Benton said: 

“Three members of the Judiciary Committee have reported 
one bill; two members have reported another; and these two 
bills emanate from the two political parties which, under what- 
soever names, have existed In this country for fifty years.” 

And again he says, after stating his objections 
to the bill reported by Mr. Clayton, turning to 
Mr. Wall’s bill, he says: 

**The other is a general bill, looking to the rights of creditors, 
as well as to the relief of debtors—intended for the future as 
well as the present and the past—applicable to corporations as 
well as to persons—embracing the compulsory as well as the 
voluntary featnre—and making provisions for those who are not, 
as well as those who are, technically merchants and traders.’ 

Anoiher prominent objection that Mr. Benton 
had to the bill reported by Mr. Clayton, would be 
found in the same speech. 

“After all, [said Mr. Benton,} the bill is not to be applicable 
to all debiors—the relief is not to be for all persons owing debts. 
There is to be a line of division between the debtors—a hori- 
zontal line—those above the line are to have relief; those below 


it are denied it. This results from the amount which the debtor 
must owe in order to entitle himself to the benefit of its provis- 
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ions. The bill provides for an amount, but leaves the sum in 
blank. Will the reporter of the bill (sald Mr. B., addressing 
Mr. Clayton of Delaware) name the amount which it is pro- 
posed to Insert? 

“(Mr. Clayton said he had not been instructed to move a 
particuiar sum; bat $500 hid been mentioned in the com- 
mittee. } 


“Mr. Benton continued: Five hundred dollars. That was 
the sum mentioned in the committee, and no other sum is men- 
tioned here. Five hundred doliais must be considered, then, as 
the amount necessary to be owed, to entitle a person to the 
relief of theact. Now, this is arbitrary and unequal; it cuts off 
the smal) dealers—the persons of lithe property—ihe laborers; 
it cuts them off from the benefits of the act, and operates as 
an encouragement to people to go largely in debt, as the lage 
debtors are to be relieved, and the small ones not, It makes 
the act exclusive for the large dealers, aud this contrary to the 
principle of equality which is professed in the bill, aud with. 
out any foundation in reason and justice. The weaght of debt 
is relative, notabsolute. It depends upon the amount of the 
debtor’s property, and not upon the amount of the debt. To 
one man, a debt of one hundred dollars is as much asa 
hundred thousand, or a million, is to another, To one man, 
five hundred dollars is as much as five hundred thousand is to 
another; and, beyond question, the most numerous class of 
debtors in the United States are those who owe less than the 
minimum proposed in this bill. But these emall debtors, pu- 
merous as they are, are disregarded and overlooked by the bili. 
They ate to work out their debts in sorrow avd in misery, 
carrying their endless load to the grave; while the dashere— 
the large debters—clear out theirs by a declaratiun and a sur- 
render.”’ 


Again: Mr. Benton said—and he referred to 
this for the purpose of showing that both parties 
concurred in favor of a bankrupt law— 








“I do not think the present session the propitieus one for ben- 
eficial action on this subject. Five hundred thousand voters, 
demanding the passage of a law, on the eve of an election, 
must have an influence upon the hopes and fears of the law 
giver, as well as upon his judgment and conscience. Since 
they have waited ao long, I should have preferred the delay of 
afew months more. Sull, the subject ia before us, and we are 
here; and I am willing to act, and to do what I believe to be my 
duty. I am ready to assist in framing an act which shall be 
general in its provisions, and just in its application—which 
shall do justice to the creditor, as well as to the debtor— which 
shall apply to trading and money-dealing corporations, as weil 
as to trading and money-dealing individuals— which shall be 
comptlsory with regard to traders and dealers, whether natural 
or artificial—which shall be optional with respect to other 
classes of the community—and which shall distinguish between 
mistortune and misconduet.” 

Further on, Mr. Benton made the following re- 
mark, which proves that the bill of Mr. Wall was 
the bill of the Democratic party: 

“The bill of the minority furnishes the true basis for the 
enactment of a bankrupt system. We offer to provide for all; 
and itisfor the gentlemen on the opposite side to say that all 
shall miscarry if they are not allowed to provide for one part, 
and one side, only. 

Here was the proof of two facts: First, that the 
bill of Mr. Wall originated with the party to which 
he belonged; and, secondly, that it was considered 
by them as the true basis of a bankrupt law. Now, 
what were the provisions of this bill? He had it in 
his hand, and found that it contained every objec- 
tiopable feature that was so strongly condemned 
in the present iaw. Mr. Brown then referred to 
Mr. Wali’s speech, published in the Congressional 
Globe of 1839, page 462, from which he read the 
following extract: 

“Itis intended to act both retrospectively and prospectively. 
“It looks upon the past, not to condemn, but to relieve. The 
whole land is strewed with the wrecks of bankruptcy, and we 
cannot look in any direction, without perceiving the “jetsam 
et flotsam” of trade cast upon itsshores. All must admit the 
fact, however much they may disagree as to the causes, that 
this state ef things has resulted from the contractions and ex- 
pansions of the currency; and that the fluctuations growing out 
of it have imparted to all business depending on prices, the 
hazards and viciesitudes incident to commerce and trade. Ths 
best energies of the country have been paralyzed; the brightest 
visions of gain have disappeared; and the wisest and most 
prudent schemes, uniting public improvement with individual 
interest, have perished as if by magic, in the universal revul- 
sion that has desolated the country. This bill proposes to cast 
the mantle of oblivion over the past conduct of the debtor— 
over his acts which may have been compelled, or the prefer- 
ences which may have but extorted, in his vain struggles to pro- 
long his existence in the martsof trade. All that it demends 
from the debtor who seeks its benefits is, that he shou!d honestly 
surrender what is left, however small, for the general benefit of 

his creditors.” 

Now, continued Mr. B., here was the bill which 
Mr. Benton said originated with his party, and 
looked not only to the present, but the pas!; and 
which Mr. Wall said demanded nothing from the 
kebtor but that he should honestly surrender what 
was left of his effects, however small, for the ben- 
efit of his creditors. Mr. Benton said that it 
looked not only to the present, but to the past—to 
small sums, as well as large ones—and was not 
confined to the limit of 500, like the bill of 
Mr. Clayton. Now, it was to be observed that 
the great feature of the present Jaw which had 
served to render it unpopular, was the retrospective 
one; and he had jest shown that the bill which 
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was looked upon as the peculiar bill of the Demo- | 


cratic party, was also retrospective in its pro- 
visions. 

Another ebjection which had been urged to this 
bill, was, that it not only embraced merchants and 
traders, but other classes of the community. He 
weuld not dwell on this part of the subject, but 
would just remark that both Mr. Benton and Mr. 
Wall supported a bill which contained the same 
provisions in this respect. 

Great objections had also been made to the pres- 
ent law, because it relieved all persons indiscrimi- 
nately, no matier how small their debts might be; 
and it was made a matter of complaint, that men 
took the benefit of the bankrupt Jaw whore debts 
did not amount to $100. That was a popular ar- 
gument, throughout the coantry. 

Now, here it was seen that Mr. Benton and the 
party who acted with him objected io Mr. Clay- 
ton’s bill, that it was partial and unjust in its 
operations, because it was confined to debts of five 
hundred dollars and upwards. He would venture 
toastert, that if a bankrupt law had been 
passed at the exira session, excluding small debt- 
ors from its benefits, there would bave been an 
ouicry from oneend of the country to the other. 
It would have been said that it was a bill for 
the benefit of large traders and magnificent specu- 
lators only; that it was aristocratic in its pro- 
visions, and not made for the really poor and un- 
fortunate, who were alove deserving of relief. 

Another objection to the present law was, that it 
discharged debtors without the consent of a ma- 
jority of their creditors. Now, this bill, which was 
80 highly eulogized by Mr. Benton and Mr. Wail, 
contained precisely the same provision. Again: 
it had been objected to the present Jaw that it al- 
lowed the bankrupt debtor to reiain too much of bis 
effects. Mr. B. bere explained the provisions in 
Mr. Wall’s bill on this subject, contrasting them 
with the present, and, as he said, highly to the ad- 
vantage of the latter. 

What was the difference between those two 
laws? The bankrupt bill of Mr. Wall included 
banks, and this did not. Had, then, the unpopu- 
larity of this bill arisen throughout the land, be- 
cause it did not include banks? Certainly not. If 
it were so, it would be proper to amend it by in- 
cluding banks, or (what was still more proper) by 
passing'a separate bill; for there was no congruity be- 
tween the two subjecis. But he believed that this 
topic was used rather asa popular hobby, than with 
the design that it should be adopted. He would 
not, however, dwell on the subject. His intention 
bad been merely to show that this bill originated 
with the self-styled Demceratic party, for which he 
had the express endorsement of Mr. Benton, and 
that it contained all the objectionable features of 
that passed at the extra session. 

Bat a word or two as to the provisions of 
this bill, and the reasons given for its repeal. 
Those reasons had a/l turned on its retrospective 
operations. And what did gentlemen propose? 

0 letall its retrospective features stand ,and to repeal 
its prospective features, which every gentleman 
on that floor professed to believe was right. There 
were (wo views te be taken of the operation of 
that bill: the first, its operation as beneficial te the 
debtors; and, secondly, its operation as affecting 
Credilors. {n the discussion of this bill, at the time 
of us passage, he expressed his apprehension that 
it would at first be misapprehended and misun- 
derstood by the country; but that if it could 
withstand the first shock, it would be upheld by 
the people; and he now deemed it most unwise 
and impolitic to sweep off that which all agreed 
was wive and constitutional. Why was this? Was 
it beeause, in the desire for political effect, a 
Storm had been raised against one part of the law 
which it was too Ja'e to repeal, that that storm had 
been turned against that part which was unobjec- 
tionable ? It was admitted that this law, in its pros- 
pective operation, was calculated to do geod by 
preventing fraudulent conveyanees and dishon- 
est preferences. One of the greatest evils abroad 
in this land, was the liberty of the debtor to prefer 
one creditor to another. Not that honest prefer- 
ence which the law designed ; but a preference in 
favor of a member of the debtor's family—perhaps 
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a son, a brother, or a father. Again: this law was 
calculated to operate favorably on the morality of 
the country in another point of view. It was cal- 
culated to induce the debtor to give up all he bad, 
in consideration of getting a discharge from all his 
debis. What was the effectnow? A man might 
be in failing circumstances, with a wife and 
children dependent upon his exertions; or, by 
a stroke of adverse forwne, nearly every- 
thing might be swept away from him, and 
from those who were dependent on him; 
and, in such circumstances, there was strong 
temptation which human nature could not always 
withstand, to withhold something in the hands of a 
friend for his wife and children. It was wrong, but 
he confessed there was strong wiltigation in con- 
sideration of what a man must feel who hada 
wife and children dependenton bim. In these two 
points of view, then, it was calculated to benefit 
the morals of the country, by cutting off prefer- 
ences, and inducing the debtor to give up every- 
thiag he had, in consideration that he-should then 
have the right togo free. But it was calculated, 
in its prospective operation, to protect a large class 
of creditors from the cunning and artifice of the 
few; fora man might stand by and see a debtor 
overtrading until (while the mass of the creditors 
knew nothing of whet was going on) a deed of trust 
was executed, and all bis effects were swept from 
the mass of his creditors into the hands of one who 
stood by and saw his overtrading. This law, how- 
ever, stepped in, and said you shall have no pri 
vate and confidential relations with the debtor, if 
misfortune overtakes him, but all creditors shall 
Share alike. Was not this, then, calculated 
to protect the mass of the creditors from gn- 
lawful and unhallowed preferences? Wou!'d they 
not believe, then, if this feature of the law was 
understood, that the people would feel it to be 
their interest to preserve it?) And did they not also 
believe that, if it was preserved, it would cut 
off a most fruitful source of litigation, with 
which the country was flooded? Go into their 
courts of justice, and the most fruitful source of 
litigation would be seen to be in questions of pref- 
erence, deeds of trust, and mortgages; aud after 
exhausting the property, it perhaps fell into the 
bands of that creditor who was the least of all 
entitled to it. It not only did this, but it produced 
a most fraitful crop of perjuries; and if they desired 
to cut off the inducement to that class of crimes, 
it must be by the adherence to a simple and equi- 
table proceeding in the division of property, and 
the cutting off that source of litigation which, in 
its operation, caused a thousand frauds where but 
one would exist under this law. 


But a most prominent benefit from this law was 
still to be mentioned. It was the restraining of 
excessive credits. lis decirine of credits was 
this: there was no legitimate credit, except that 
which rested on the ability of a man to pay all his 
debts. A man who gave credit in the hope of a 
preference, gave a false and an iliusive credit; 
whereas a legitimate credit was that based on the 
ability of the debtor to pay all his debts. These 
were no visionary theories. This was the 
law in England, where insolvencies, as_ illus- 
trated by a statement of Judge Story, were 
as one in seventeen compared with the same 
number of credits here; for there every creditor 
was bound to wateh over the solvency of his debt- 
or, while here he was bound but to watch over the 
ability to pay his own debts. Now this country 
wanted the passage and sustaining of a law which 
would connect itself with the permanent advance- 
meni of its great commercial interests. But mort- 
gages and deeds of trust were the pillars on which 
faise credit rested: sweep them away, and false 
credit would fall. He believed there should be no 
preferences. When a man endorsed for another, 
he should endorse that he was good for all his 
debts, and that endorser should not be entitled toa 
preference. And would not this restrain credit? 
If they destroyed the system by which these prefer- 
ences were given, they would restrain the ability of 
the individual to run into debt. And he thought, if 
these checks had been thrown over the law some 
years ago, there would have been many saved 
fiom total ruin and destruction by endorsing the 


paper of others. These, then, were some of jj. 
advantages of this law; and it had been his ob 
not t@ argue this question in any party point of 
view, further than to show that both parties had bee, 
in favor of it, from the fathers of the Constitution 
descending by the line of great men who hay 
succeeded them. 

Mr. WELLER said the speech of ihe gentle. 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Brown] was, by ihe 
rules of the House, in order; but by the practice of 
the House it was out cf order; for he had confine 
himself to the question upon which they should 
called upon to vote, and it was but the second oq 
third speech which they bad had on that question, 

He then went on to say that he was opposed io 
the enactment of the present bankrupt lay 


because he deemed it to be a violation of the Con. 
stitution, which he had sworn to support. He gia 
not find in that instrument any power given to 
Congress to enact laws giving to individuals the 
He held that 
Congress could exercise no powers but those ex. 
If the power to pass a general 
bankrupt law could be exercised without making 


power to violate their contracts. 
pressly delegated. 


the law retrospective, he should have no objectio 
to vote for such a measure. 


The present bankrupt law was passed at the 
extra session, under peculiar circumstances. 
one day, it was laid upon the table by a majority of 
The next day the motion was re. 
considered—the mejori'y having determined, when 
the wine flowed freely the night before, to change 
their determination. It was found necessary to ihe 
passage of another bill—the land distribution bill~ 
that this bankrupt measure shou'ld be carried 
through. The whole legislation of the extra ses. 
Now that the 
land bill had been practically repealed, those who 
voted for the bankrupt law, in order to secure i's 
passage, were calling for a repeal of that measure 
likewise. The ery for the repeal of the bankrupt law 
was general, and he presumed no one would have 
the independence to stand up on that floor and say 
that the popular voice was not in favor of an early 
indeed, it had been pretty generally ad- 
mitted by all who spoke, that public sentiment was 
against the law. Let Congress, then, act in ac 
cordance with the wishes of the people. The ad- 
vecates of the law seemed to concede its unpopu- 
larity; yet they contended that the people were ig- 
norant, and did not understand the principles 
He had ofien observed how common 
a practice it was, with politicians of a certain s'amp, 
to pronounce public opinion, when against them, 
as erroneous and ill-founded. These same politi- 
cians contended that the policy of a bankrapt bill 
was before the people in 1840, and that they then 
He (Mr. W.) denied the as 
sertion. The people were not called upon, in 1840, 
to decide upon any such measure as a bankrupt 
law. That was passed by the Whigs at the extra 
session, and went forth to the people. With ample 
opportonities to discover its operation—after the 
law had been largely diseussed on the stump and 
by the press—their verdict was rendered against lt, 
unequivocally and decidedly. Why not carry out 
that judgment? Because, argued gentlemen, the 
people are ignorant; because they do not under- 
stand their own interests; and because, alter oe 
year’s operation, they cannot understand the char- 


eleven votes. 


sion was accomplished by contract. 


repeal. 


of the law! 


decided in its favor. 


acier of the Jaw which has been enacted! 


He then went on to argue that a propetly di 
gested bankrupt law, prospective in its character, 
and including corporations Within its provisions, 
would be beneficial. He admitted that the repeal 
of the present Jaw would be attended with some 
hardships; that the declaration of some m-n to be 
bankrupt necessarily brought on’others; and ~ 
the continuance of the law might be productive 0 
some advantages; yet, believing the measure ' 
be unconstitutional, he was bound to vote for 1's 


repeal. It was a paramount duty which he ow 


to the Constitution he had sworn to support, t 


seize the first opportunity to wipe it from 


statute-book. He held that this course should be 
adopted by all who were convinced of the uncot 


stitutionality of the measure, no matier how 
they might be convinced of its advantages. 


Inasmuch as party politics had been dragged it 
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io this discussion, he should follow the example of 
pis “illustrious predecessors.” He was aware that 
resent Executive had extraordinary difficulties 
pier. 
es over so many States, and defeated the 
oeratic party. It was not, then, to be expect- 
ed that he would be looked on with kind feelings 
that party. Indeed, it was natural that they 
id distrust him who had such an agency in 
bringing about their defeat. Yet they resolved, 
whilst in a minority, to adopt a respectful course of 
conduct owarcs bim and their Whig opponents. 
What was the course of the Whig majority towards 
hem? Was it characterized by magnanimity, by 
givalty, by courtesy? No. The Democratic 
ty were constantly told that they were defeated; 
and were compared to convicted criminals, only 
awaiting the executioner to swing them «ff The 
iiomph of the Whig party in twenty States was a 
constanttheme of exultalion. Never was sucha 
yiory before obtained. He would not stop to in- 
quire into the means by which it was brought 
gbout; suffice it to say, they were such as the party 
sould, in their sober senses, be ashamed of, and 
sych ashe hoped, for the honor of his country, 
gould never be resorted to again. 


But (continued Mr. W.) you were in power. 
Your chieftain—your favorite Westera statesman— 
was at the other end of the Capitol, shaping the 
legislation of the country to suit himself. He 
thought the difficulties which had long encompass- 
edhis way were all removed, and the road to the 
Presidency short and easy. He already imagined 
himself in the chair, dispensing favors and shower- 
ing patronage with a lordly air. But he is fallen! 
fallen, like Lucifer, to rise no more! Blasted by 
the withering indignation of an insulted people, he 
siands a melancholy monument of ill-directed am- 
bition. I might, sir, quote the language which 
Shakspeare has put into the mouth of Wolsey; but 
| will not. I will spare his friends the mortifying 
thought of having his picture before them. [Cries 
of “Quote ir’—“Oh yes! let’s hear”—*“Let’s see 
if he’s enough poet for that.”] Then I will quote 
the memorable, and, in this instance, appropriate 
passage: 

“This is the state of man; to-day he puts forth 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow blossoms, 
And bears his blushing honors thick upon him: 
The third day comes a frost, a killing frost; 

And when hethinks—good easy man—full surely 
His greatness is a ripening, nips his root, 

And then he falls as I do.”’ 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, there has been a frost, a kill- 
ing frost, in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Maine, Maryland, and elsewhere. The victorious 
banner which waved so triumphantly in 1840, is 
bow prostrate, and trailing in the dust! 

Bat, he (Mr. W.) was not disposed to exult 
over a prostrate foe, except on account of the tri- 

mph of principle. He would not wound the 
feelings of the great fallen statesman, by descanting 
m0 bis melancholy fare. If their affection for him 

8 to be measured by the chastisement they had 
received on his account, it was certainly very great. 
But it was said that some men were hardened by 
adversity. If such were not the fact, he should 
suppose the recent elections would have materially 

ofened down the Whig party. They seemed to 
% going on as before—persisting in their for- 

et course of conduct, whilst the people laughed at 

‘heir calamities. They would, he thought, yet 
ad that they have been kicking against the pricks. 

Asto the extra session, the Democrats were in a 
uinority, and too weak to resist the onward march 
of constitutional encroachment by the Whig party. 

Executive was, however, found to possess 
uiicient devotion to the Constitution to save it 
fom aggression. He vetoed the bank; and, in so 
ving, defeated a measure fraught with danger to 
ue liberties of the people. Was it to be wondered 

l, that the Democratic party applauded him for 
heact} Did gentlemen of the Whig party ex- 

mocratic members to apply fish-market 
pifhets to him? 

He repeated, the President came into power sur- 
ounded by peculiar circumstances, requiring great 

mhess and great moral nerve. Both parties re- 
sed to support him. The Whigs would not, be- 
use he refused to obey the mandate of their Cap- 





























He came in on the popular wave || 
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tain General. The Demccrats supported many of 
his measures, whilst they denounced others. More 
over, they saw him surrounded, then as now, by 
men in whom they never had, and never can have 
confidence. 

The President was denouncedasatraitor. Why? 
Because he refused to sign the bank bill. What 
right had they to expect John Tyler to sign the 
bank bill, when his former votes had been against 
such a measure; and when, at the extra session, he 
declared that it had been condemned by the people? 
Why, then, denounce him? To what was hea 
traitor? To the Constitution? No; but to the 
“eniversal Whig party”—the same which, in 1840, 
denounced Mr. Van Buren as the President of a 
party, and declared that they wanted a man who 
would soar above party! Yes, the same party, in 
1840, protested that they did not ask for patronage; 
that they were not actuated by a love of the spoils 
and of office, but by a sincere devotion to their 
country! How changed the scene in one short 
year! John Tyler refuses to be a mere party Presi- 
dent—refuses to permit Whig caucuses to dictate 
to him—refuses to allow others to construe the 
Constitution he bad sworn to support. This was 
the head and front of his offending. This was the 
reason of his denunciation by the same men whe 
were, in 1840, so eloquent in denunciation of party 
Presidents. He (Mr. W.) believed that Jobn Ty- 
ler had been governed by exalted patriotism. He 
did not doubt that the measures recommended by 
him were conscientiously believed to be for the best 
interest of the country. When the exci'ement of 
the times had subsid.d, and partisans should have 
turned to other objects, his integrity would be ques- 
tioned by none. 


He trusted that he should not be charged with | 


making war upon this Administration, whenever 
he shouid feel compelled to vote again-t any of its 
measures. He could not permit his personal asso- 
ciations to influence his political principles. He 
was wedded to his political principles; yet he be- 
lieved that this Government belonged to al!; and 
that, being but joint tenan's, we were bound not to 
stop the wheels of Government because a man not 
altogether after our own heart was at the helm. 
He held it to be the duty of the Democratic party 
to support the measures of this Administration, so 
far as they did not conflict with the opinionsewhich 
they advocated and with the Democratic creed of 
Jefferson and Jackson; to support them, in short, 
whenever they were not made up of the old leaven 
of Federalism. Had he understood the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Cusnine] as coming here 
to offer the patronage of the Administration to such 
party as should support its measures, he should 
have told him that the President did not possess 
patronage enough, all told, to buy even his humble 
self, and still less a majority of the Democratic 
members. The people were made of sterner staff 
than that. They could not be bought, or sold, or 


Mr. W. said that the Executive, if sustain- 
ed at all, must be sustained upon principle; and to 
be sustained upon principle, he must take care to 
make his principle ccntorm to those which are 
supported by the Democratic party. It was idle 
to talk about organizing a party on Executive 
patronage alone; those who were governed by no 
principle, who were alone actuated by desire for 
office, would fawn on the Executive in the hour of 
his prosperity, but in the day of his adversity they 
would abandon him. So far as he (Mr. W.) 
was concerned, if any wished to know where he 
was to be found, he would say that in afew 
months he expected to retire to the shades of 
private life; but either in a public or private sta- 
tion, he would always be found adhering to the 
Democratic party. He expected that there would 
be a national convention for the purpose of recon- 
ciling the differences in that party im regard to men; 
and when that convention spoke, he would be 
found contending for their nomination with all the 
energy, all the zeal, and all the ability he pos- 
sessed. 

Mr. FERRIS said that he had so fully expressed 
his views in relation to the bankrupt Jaw, when it 
was under consideration, before its passage, that 
he had deemed it unnecessary to make any ob- 
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servation in relation to the bill for its repeal; that 
he came to the Houre with the expectation of 
hearing the honorable gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Marsnatu,] and regretted the cause which 
prevented him from laying his views on this im- 
portant subject before the House; that he (Mr. 
F.) felt it his duty to reply te some of the observa- 
tions he* had heard against the repeal of the bill, 
and,in doing so, he should but briefly advert to 
some prominent objections against the bill itself, 
The bankrupt bill (said Mr. F.) was passed at the 
time the country was in a state of extraordinary 
excitement arising from revalsions in commerce, 
embarrassments in trade, the derangement of the 
currency, and the desolation and ruin spread over 
the land from the extravagant speculations and 
wild projects engendered by the inflation of the 
paper system. It passed in its present uncon- 
stitational and objectionable form, in which the 
rights of creditors were totally disregarded, and the 
obligation of contracts violated, by the most power- 
ful and e'cquent appeal to the passions, by which 
reason was dethroned, and sympathy substituted 
for judgment. The prominent constitwional ob- 
jections then urged against the bankrupt law, 
weie, that it was not such a bankrupt law as 
was authorized by the Constitution, inasmuch as it 
was retrospective in its operation, and violated ex- 
isting contracts; that this part of the law came with- 
in the spirit, if not within the express letter, of the 
rohibition against the passage of ex post facto laws; 
that it was voluntary, and the proceedings might 
be commenced by thedebtor, without the actual as- 
sent or concurrence of the creditors, or any part of 
them; and that it extended to all persons, instead 
of being confined in its operation to traders. It 
was also arged that the law was inexpedient; that 
it held out temptations for fraud and perjury; de- 
stroyed confidence between man and man; and 
that, while it held out relief to the unfortunate, 
impradent, or profligate; it carried desolation to 
the homes of the industrious, pradent, economical, 
and substantial part of the community. In vain 
it was urged that it would be betier to allow the 
unfortunate (to resort to the State insolvent laws, 
and to a compromise with creditors—which is sel- 
dom refused to men who make a fair exp>sé of 
their affairs—than to afford them relicf, by inflict- 
ing on the community evils of such magnitude and 
danger as would result from an unconstitational 
and badly organized bankrupt law; that it was bet- 
ter even that individuals should suffer the conse- 
quence of their own extravagance, folly, or impru- 
dence, than that the Constitu:ion should be tram- 
pled upon, and the rights of the citizens violated, 
to accomplish the relief which the bankrupt law 
was intended to afford. The bankrapt law was 
passed; and experience has shown the evils result- 
ing from it: and, so faras I can form an opinion, 
the people call for its repeal. It has been said that 
a bankrupt law was absolutely essential to the pros- 
perity of acommercialcountry. This is not warrant- 
ed by the pastexperience of ovr own country. Fora 
period ef nesr forty years between the repeal of 
the first and the passage of the second bankrupt 
law, this country had enjoyed an unexampled state 
of precperity. Her commerce whitened every 
sea, and the enterprise of her citizens penetrated 
the most remote climes. No nation of the same 
population had, during that time, advanced to 
prosperity and greatness with more rapid strides, or 
whose commercial transactions were more exten- 
sive or various: yet all this was accomplished 
without a bankrupt law; and the unfortunate 
found relief in a compromire with creditors, or 


‘the State insolvent laws. 


Ithas been observed by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Satronstatt,} that a bank- 
rupt law was more necessary, and better adapted 
to a country like ours—consisting of many sove- 
reign States, with one federal head—than in a 
kingdom under one Government. With -defer- 
ence to that honorable gentleman, I am of opinion 
thata bankrupt law is better adapted to the condi- 
tion of a people under an integral Government, 
like that of Great Britain, than in a Government 
like the United States, of a limited character, hav- 
ing, in its legislation on this subject, to interfere 
with and crush the legislaticn of the States in rela- 
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tion to insolveacy and contracts. That in one case 
the law was universal and absolute; and in ihe 
other, it gave rise to innomerable questions, aris- 
ing fiom the conflicting legislation and judicial 
collision between the Federal Legislature and courts, 
and the Legislatures and tribanals of the several 
States. 


We have had, since the organjzation of the Gov- 
ernment, two bankrupt laws: the firs? bank- 
rapt law, passed soon after the formation of the 
Government, was a reguiar constitutional English 
bankrupt law, and was confibed in its operation 
to traders. It was severe in its provisions, 
and coercive in its character. It was made 
in conformity with the Constitution, and in 
the spirit aad policy of a bankrupt law which 
in its origin and formation was intended to 
afford to crediiors a means of relief against 
fraudulent or defaulting debtors, by coercing the 
debior, in the commission of an act of bankruptoy, 
to deliver ap all bis estate for the benefit of his 
creditors ; and in its improved organ zation, it exe 
tended relief to unfortunate tracers, as such per- 
sons were liable, from continvencies against which 
buman pradence could not guard, to sudden losses 
and misfortunes. Bat it never was intended by 
the bankrupt law to extend to all persons relief 
from the effects of their own voluntary impru- 
dence or extravagance, to encourage the contracting 
of debts and obligations, without the means of 
payment or performing them. This first bankrupt 
law was severe and searching in its provisions, and 
was calculated to secure crediters, and reach the 
fraudulent, nevertheless. It became unpopular; 
and, although it was limited in its duration to five 
years, it was repealed in less than three years, 
im Obedience to the voice of the people, 
loud!y expressed in all parts of the country. 

We have recently bad the experience of a bank 
rupt law of a different deseription—a jaw which 
was so framed, that the debtor could, on his own ap- 
plication, be discharged from his liabilities without 
the assent of his creditors, and in absolute violation 
of their rights, and bis own conwact, solemnly and 
voluntarily entered into; and notwithstanding its 
advent was bailed with so much enthusiasm, it has 
inflicted injuries on the country incomparably 
greater than any benefits it has conferred; and 
now, in the short space of one year, iis repeal is 
loudly called for from all parts of our widely-ex- 
tended country. Thus both experiments have 
failed; and it must be manifest that the difficulties 
of making a bankrap! law which is calculated to 
prevent fraud, while it relieves from oppression, 
are almost insurmountable. In England, from the 
firstformaiion ofa bankrupt law, under Henry VIIL., 
to the present me, there have been constant and re- 
peated efforts to improve the bankrupt law. There 
eppears to have been aconflict between the Legisla- 
ture and those disposed to commit frauds un- 
der the law—he one passing provisions against 
practices of a fraudulent character; and the 
Other seeking to elude them. The bankrupt 
law was revised inthe reign of George IV; im- 
proved in the reignof Wilham IV; and Queen 
Victoria has issued a commission to inquire jato 
the measures necessary to improve the bankrupt 
law. So productive of fraud and iniquity have 
been the English bankrupt laws, that some of her 
best statesmen and jurists—and among the rest, 
Lord Eldon—bave lamented their existence. And 
bere let me observe, that one great objection to 
the retention of the involun'ary portion of the 
bankrupt law is, that persons disposed to act 
fraudulently, after arranging their affairs to suit 
their purposes, obtain some friend to commence 
proceedings against them—apparently hostile, but 
in reality to aid the bankrupt fraudnlently to ob- 
tain are’ease from his creditors; and the check to 
this fraud in the English law, which dces not 
exist in the law (and which it is not probable will 
be incorporated into its provisions) now under 
consideration, is a provision requiring a large part 
of the ecreditors—I believe foer-fifibs of. all the 
creditors of the bankrupt—to assent in writing to 
his discharge. 

Ax objection has been urged in this debate 
against the repeal of the bill, of an extraordinary 
character. It is said that the bill has discharged 
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many persons from their debts, and that, by so do- 
ing, it bas swept away the assets of solvent debt- 
ors, and placed them in a state of bankruptcy; 
and it is urged that the law should be continued 


for their relief. It may be recollected that this 
was one of the fatal resulis which was predicted 
from the passage of the bill. It was then said, you 
propose relief by releasing one part of the commu- 
nity from their debts and obligations, and by de- 
priving another portion of the community of their 
rights and property; you propose to relieve the in- 
solvents, by bankrupting their creditors—to benefit 
one part of society by ruining the other par’; and 
here is an argument based upon the asseition tha! 
all these results have been fully verified. If this 
argument prevails, the bankrupt law must ke per. 
petual, because it will be continually producing the 
same effects; and if it bas made bankrupts by iis 
past operation, what will prevent the like causes 
from producing like effects by its fuinre operation? 
Is it not better to check the evil by immediately re- 
pealing this bill, thereby restoring confidence be- 
tween man and man, and proclaiming to the com- 
munity that those who contract obligations must 
perform them, and that those who confide their 
property on the faith of contracts shall have the 
legal means of enforcing them? 


The honorable gentieman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Brown] has arged an argument for the continu- 
ance of the law still more untenable: he hes de- 
scribed to us a bankrupt law introduced by Mr. 
Wall into the Senate of the United States; and 
pointed out all its defects; and clearly shown, by 
his description of Mr. Waill’s law—which I have 
not seen—that it was as objectionable as the 
law now under discussion. He has conjured 
up a phantom, and fairly battled it down. 
What does all this prove? Why, simply thst 
Mr. Wall’s law was a very unconstitutional and 
inexpedient law. Cen it be jusily pretended that 
any person is responsible for Mr. Wall’s law, ex- 
cept himself and those who advecated it? Surely 
the members of this House who opposed the pres- 
ent bankrupt law, are net responsible for Mr. 
Wall’s law; and the fair presumption is, they 
would have oprosed it for the same reasons they 
have opposed the present Jaw. Nor does the 
badness of that law form any apology or argu- 
ment in favor of the existing law, which has 
worked, and is daily working, great evils in the 
community; and I am firmly persuaded that one 
of the great barriers to the return of active busi- 
ness trade and commerce, is the existence of this 
law, which destroys confidence between man 
and man, and obstruct that faith and reliance 
on the performance of engagements which con- 
stitute the life and impulse to active business. 
With these views, lam an advocate for the repeal 
of the law; and for the reasons before mentioned, 
and considering the lateness of the hour, I shall 
not detain the House by going into a more ex- 
tended view of the subject. 

Mr. BOWNE then obtained the floor; but yield- 
ed it for a mouionto adjourn to— 

Mr. ANDREWS ef Kentucky, on whose mc- 
tion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespsy, January 4, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. Jaid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting copies of a correspondence 
which has recently taken place between ceriain 
agents of the Government of the Haiwaian or 
Sardwich Islands, and the Secretary of State; 
which, on motion of Mr. EVANS, was ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of State, transmitting addi- 
tional information, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, as to the operations of the 
bankrupt act; which was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee, and ordered to be printed. 

ir. CALHOUN said ke had been requested to 
present to the Senate a peiition from the city of 
Philadelphia, against the repeal of the bankrupt 
law; which law, the petitioners say, is both consii- 


_ they would, instead of recommending a repeal of 


= 
tutional and expedient. Mr. C. said he cheer Post Office | 
complied with the request to present the _~ sion of new 
but, notwithstanding the declaration of the ifm routes, unle: 
tioners as to its expediency and constitutionalix be red to the C 
bad not changed his opinion that the law was bom Roads. 
inexpediept and unconstitutional; and he Would mr. MER 
ons fore woe ad its repeal. a om 
r. CALHOUN presented a resoluti adoptey ¥ 

by the Legislature of South Carolina, = den Mr. EVA 
ject of the fine imposed on Dr. Thomas ed bac 
deceaved, by the courts of Pennsylvania, in jy and with @ 
year 1800, under the alien and sedition law, {on fg loming bi 
alleged libel on John Adams, then Presiden: of The ball | 
United Siates; and urging thatit ought to be refyna. Winslow; ; 
ed by Congress to his heirs, inasmuch as the law The bill 
under which it was imposed was generally ada - The bill 
ted to be unconstitutional. The joint 

Mr. C. also presented other resolutions of je ibe Treasury 
Legislature of South Carolina, expressing jaa of the 
opinion of that body that the fine imposed doy; ceiver of e 
the Jate war with Great Britain, by Judge Hall, o /Mt. BAR 
Genera! Jackson, tor an alleged contempt of jt je 1005 which | 
cial authority, was tyrannical and unjust, and py US 
an unmerited stain on the reputation of that qj Resolved, T 
tinguished citizen; and that it ought to be refandeqimme ee 
with full legal interest, not merely as a pecunj es anti 
indemnity, but as a reparation justly due by the and that 
whole country for his eminent services, his wound eh 
ed character and feelings. stow that any 

The resolutions were read, and referred to them ou citizens, 
Judiciary Committee. ie land; an, 

Mr. TAPPAN presenied five memorials fromfm opinion, neces 
Columbiana county, Ohio, praying for the repel a ee 
of the bankrupt law: referred to the Judiciary Com mee BEN 
miitee, Mr. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials fromgmme Senator frot 
the city of New York, and Erie county, New York fam ibe printed 
remonstrating against the repeal of the bankroyifm sion last A 


act. wilh Great 

Mr. T. tock occasion to express the hope, as thigimm Patt of the 
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Mr. Sparks. 












ihe law, propose such amendments as would re 
move all objections as to its alleged unconstitution 
ality and inexpediency. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial froma 
number of citizens of Pennsylvania engaged ig 
the pilotage of vessels to and from the Delaware 
bay and river, asking Congress to make an appro 
priation to repair the pier on Reedy island, for the 
proteciion of commerce: referred to the Committee 



























on Commerce. oes 
Also, presented a memorial from citizens of the . ved it [th 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, asking Congre mer U 
to refund the fine imposed on Gen. Jackson b > deeations 
4 ’ 
Judge Hall. : plied to it, 
Also, presenied a memorial from a rumber of Reames G 
underwriters of Philadelphia, signed by the presi wif) could 
dents of all the insurance compani:s, asking Cong bold 
gress to make an appropriation to clear out tt daBikens: 
snags and other obstructions in the Ohio and Ming aan | 
sissippi rivers; which was referred to the Commilg 1.4 “9 
tee on Commerce. _ the Senate 3 
Mr. MILLER presented a petition from citize cing this ms 
of Newark, New Jersey, representing that the tom Vireit. 
are strongly interested in the commerce on the imporiane a 
sistippi and Missouri rivers, and recommending be interre 
passage of a law appropriating money to removal :. P 
obsiruetions from those rivers: referred to the Com Mr. Jeffe 
mittee on Commerce. “3 of Congres: 
Also, presented a petition from citizens of B@i oo aris 
States of New York and New Jersey, praying {og aeily, Be, 
the establishment of a mail route from Dicketil yao. , 
town, via Mount Salem, New Jersey, to Minisittgay 1, was 24 h 
New York; which was referred to ihe Committe ject in the 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. clamation h 
Messts. MILLER and DAYTON preset the grand se 
memorials against the repeal of the bankrupt lav by bien. was 
which were referred to the Commiltee on the Jud eret, for Mr 
ciary. . dam of Congres 
Mr. RIVES presented a memorial frem Rich wenty er | 
Pollard, late chargé d’affaires of the United Sta that, When 
at Chili, praying to be indemnified for certaia lo a ot 


sustained in consequence of the omission of | 
United Siates to give him a letter of credit on 
don, in payment ef his salary, &c.: referred to! 
Committee on Foreign Relations. wt 
Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial am ie 
zens of Delaware, praying that a regulation 
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Office Department, preventing the transmis. 
gon of newspapers and documents on the mail 
routes, unless iD the mail, may be repealed: refer- 
red to the Cominittee on the Post Office and Post 
Mr. MERRICK presented a like memorial from 
Richard Sands and others, of the city of Annapolis; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

_ EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 

ed back to the Senate, without amendment, 
god with @ recommendation that they do pass, the 
following bills from the House: 

The bill for the relief of Isaac and Thomas 
Winslow; ; ; 

The bill for the relief of Burr & Smith; 

_ The bill for the relief of Ferdinand Libert; and 

The joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
ihe Treasury to settle, on certain terms, the liabili- 
ties of the sureties of Gordon D. Boyd, late re- 
eeivet of public moneys at Columbus, Mississippi. 
Mr. BARROW submitted the following resolu- 
tion; hich lies on the table one day, under the 
rale, viz: 

; of the Navy be directed to 
pein ot eihenaes te akinesia be etendion 
wowing that depredations of a most ruinous kind are being 

dy committed on the navy timber growing on the public 

ahd that our own people are daily selling to our Govern- 
ment live-oak timber, which they take from the public lands; 
wd also such proof as may be in his possession tending to 
show that any foreign Government has, by contracts with any 
ofour citizens, obtained sapplies of live oak, cut from the pub- 
iic and; and, also, inform the Senate what additional grants of 

r and means to the officers of Government are, in his 
opinion, necessary to complete the preservation, for national 

of the live-oak timber growing on the public lands in the 
Sate of Louisiana and the Territory of Florida. 

Mr. BENTON rose to call the attention of the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rives] to an error in 
ihe printed copy of his speech, made in secret ses- 
sion last August, when the subject of the treaty 
witb Great Britain was under discussion. That 
part of the printed speech to which he called the 
attention ofthe Senator, was this: ““The Senator who 
produced it”—ihat is, the map from Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s collection, now lying on his (Mr. B ’s)desk— 
4eould see nothing but the microscopic dotted line 
running off in a northeasterly direction; but the 
moment other eyes were applied to it, there was 
found, in bold relief, a strong red line, indicating 
the limits of the United States according to the 
eaty of peace, and coinciding, minutely and 
exactly, with the boundary traced on tne map of 
Mr. Sparks.” 

The error to,which he referred was in the first 
part of this quotation—that “‘the Senator who pro- 
duced it [the map] could see nothing but the mi- 
croscopic dotted line, running off in a northeaster- 
ly direction; buf the moment other eyes were ap- 
plied to it, there was found, in bold relief,” &c. 
The error was in supposing that the Senator (him- 
self) could not, or would not, see the strong red 
line in bold relief, or endeavored to conceal it from 
the Senate, and to make it believe there was no oth- 
et boundary line on the map but the “microscopic 
dotted line.” Now, what really did take place in 
the Senate on the occasion of his (Mr. B.’s) produ- 
ting this map? When he saw that the Senator 
fom Virginia was yet in the act of pressing the 
importance of the map referred to by Mr. Sparks, 
he interrupted the Senator by calling out from 
his seat, “Here is the very samered line on 
Mr. Jefferson’s map, for many years in the library 
of Congress; it isthe same in this map.” And, 
oncomparison, it was found to correspond ex- 
acily. He did not at all, on that oceasion, produce 
ihe dotted line as proof of the boundary intended. 
twas 24 hours afterwards he did that. His ob- 
ject in then interrapting the Senator by the ex- 
clamation he had just mentioned, was to show that 
ibe grand seeret on which so much stress was laid 

him, was no secret at all. It could be no se- 
tret, for Mr. Jefferson’s map had lain in the lib:ary 
of Congress, open to every one’s inspection, for 
Wenty or thirty years, It would be recollected 

» When he made the announcement, several 
Senators crowded round him to see the “ broad, 
Stong red line.” After they had inspected it, the 
Map Was carried round to the opposite side of the 

mber, and there also examined. There was 
40 more debaie that day on the treaty. The mo- 
ment he had produced this map, it became com- 
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monly known to all the Senators who chose to 
look at it, that there was the same broad, strong 
line on it, as on the map found by Mr. Sparks, 
and taken to be Dr. Franklin’s map. As well as 
he recollected, the inspection of that very line oc- 
cupied the remainder of the sitting in secret session 
that day. Whatsurprised him was, that the Sen- 
ator from Virginia could so far mistake the matter 
as to suppose he (Mr. Benton) wished to conceal 
the broad red line, and only bring forward the 
small dotted line. What he did on the occasion 
was quite the reverse; he produced this map, aad 
pointed to the “broad, sirong red line,” to prove 
that the Senator's great secret was no secret at all; 
and for no other purpose. 


Mr. RIVES said, if the Senator from Mis- 
souri, in the statement which he had just made, 
desired to convey the idea that he (Mr. R.) had in- 
tended to make the impression that the object of 
the honorable Senator, in exhibiting the dotied 
boundary upon the map which he had prodaced, 
was toconceal the red line from the Senate, he 
Was greatly mistaken. He (Mr. R.) had not 
suspecied, or imputed to him any such absurd pur- 
pose; but his impression was—and he believed that 
impression was universal—-that, at the time the 
honorable Senator produced that map, such was 
the prepossession of his mind with regard to the 
spuriovsness of the map which was understood to 
have the sanction of Dr. Franklin: and that the 
only true line was that running in a northeast di- 
rection, as represented by the dotted line upon 
the map which he produced, that his attention 
was, in a great measure, confined to the dotted 
line, and his endeavor was to prove the other to 
be spurious. And to show the honorable Senator 
that he (Mr. R.) was not singular in this view, 
he would appeal to the whole Senate, and par- 
ticularly to those Senators who took partin the 
discussion—especialiv-to the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] (who, he perceived, had 
in his speech, as printed, referred to the same oc- 
cu:rence,) whether their impression did not coincide 
with his own, that the map had been produced by 
the Senator from Missouri expressly for the pur- 
pose of contradiciing and rebutting the map exhib- 
ited as Dr. Franklin’s map. He never suspecied 
the Senator oftany design of concealment, for the 
affair occurred in the face of the whole Senate. 
His belief was, that the Senator’s mind was so pre- 
possessed with the notion that Mr. Sparks’s map 
was spurious, and that the dotied line he pointed out 
was the line recognised, that he fixed upon that 
line, and disregarded the other. And, in justifica- 
tion of this impression, he appealed to the Senate, 
individually and collectively, whether it was not 
ihe universal impression at the time, that the honor- 
able Senator produced his map for the purpose of 
rebutting and falsifying the map communicated by 
Mr. Sparks. The Senator had remarked that Sen- 
ators bad coilected around him. This was true; it 
was a scene which would not soon be forgotten by 
any who were eye-witnesses of it. 


He (Mr. Rives) was happy to hear the Senater 
now admit (for this was the only point of contro- 
versy he at ail anticipated as possible) that it is the 
red line which does represent what the constructor 
of the map intended as the boundary of the United 
S'ates. He confessed he was surprised when he 
saw the honorable Senator’s printed speech, and 
observed the aspect in which the production of the 
French map was there presented. The honorable 
Senator must pardon him for mentioning, in justi- 
fication of his impression of the transaction, the 
remark which was made at the time—that the Sen- 
ator bad been caught in bis own trap, and fallen 
into the pit he had laid. The impression of all 
present, so far as he knew or believed, was, that 
the Senator had entirely failed in the particular de- 
sign with which be produced the map from the 
Herculaneum of Mr. Jefferson’s manuscripts. 


He felt it due to himself to refer to these circum- 
stances. He was not in the habit of lightly pla- 
cing before the public representations of what had 
taken p'ace in the Senate chamber; and he endeav- 
ored always to adhere strictly to the history of 
things referred to, precisely as they transpired. 
And, if he had, in this instance, fallen into error, it 


was an error which, he had every reason to be- 
lieve, was common to the whole Senate. 

Mr. BENTON observed that there was but one 
point to which he should again refer. The printed 
speech of the Senator from Virginia says: 

““A map has been vauntingly paraded here, from Mr. Jeffer- 
son’s collection, in the zeal of opposition, (without taking time 
to see whai it was,) to confront and invalidate the map found 
by Mr. Sparke in the Foreign Office at Paris; but, the moment 
it is examined, itis found to sustain, by the most precise and re- 
markable correspondenre in every feature, the map communi- 
cated by Mr. Sparks. The Senator who produced it could see 
nothing’ —{ &c.,, as before quoted | 

The point was, that he (ihe Senator, Mr. Ben- 
TON) could not see, or would not see, the broad, 
strong, red line—and consequenily concealed from 
the Senate that it existed on the map he brought 
forward—coinciding with the red line on Doe 
tor Franklin’s map; while it was. held out 
that he could see, and did see, the little mi- 
croscopic dotted line, and showed it to the 
Senate; the other line—the broad, strong red line— 
being concealed till “other eyes” were applied to 
the map. This was a quesiion of fact, on which 
he took his stand. He now made the declaration, 
in the presence of those who were present on the 
occasion alluded to, and who now heard him, that 
the first thing he did, on producing the map, was 
to proclaim the red line; and he did proclaim it 
loudly, too, to prove that Mr. Sparks’s secret was 
no secret at all. This was the point be made, 
and he could not and should not be driven from it. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that, having been called 
en to state his impression, he rose to say, that he 
had not doubted that the objectof the Senator, in 
introducing the map referred to, was to rebut the 
one which had been introduced in connexion with 
Dr. Franklin’s note. He had so stated in his 
printed speech on the treaty; and never knew, till 
this morning, that there was any diversity of opin- 
ion on the subject. 

As to the fac's which transpired in secret session 
in reference to the subject, he must say that his 
impression corresponded, on material poinis, with 
the statements made by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. BENTON. I affirm, in the presence of for- 
ty-eight Senators now present, and most of whom 
were present on the occasion alluded to, that I pro- 
claimed the red line for the very purpose of rebut- 
ting the allegation?that the discovery of Mr. Sparks 
was a secret; and that I did show, by the produc- 
tion of this map, that it could not be asecret, What 
[now assert 1s, that I was the first human being 
that proclaimed the red line in this map to the Sen- 
ate, and that I called out to the Senator from Vir- 
ginia for the purpose of showing itto him. I did 
rebut the assertion that it was a secret newly 
brought to light. I deny that I made any conceal- 
ment of that red line. I deny it in the presence of 
forty-eight Senators, who mast know the facis of 
the case. I now again say, in their presence, that I 
did proclaim the red line, and did not wait till 
“other eyes” had discovered it. I say this in the 
presence of forty-eight Senators, who know what 
I say is true. 

Here the subject dropped. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported to the Senate 
the following b:lls; which were read, and ordered 
toa second reading, viz: 

A bill to authorize the Postmaster General to 
make permanent contracts for the transportation 
of the United States mail on railroads; and 

A bill to prevent the employment of private ex- 
presses on mail routes, and for the prevention of 
frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Depart- 


. ment. 


Mr. M. also gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to regulate the use and 
to correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and 
to regulate the charge for carrying matter through 
the mails. 

Mr. ARCHER gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the set- 
tlement of claims for French spoliations commit- 
ted prior to 1800. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolution; 
which lies on the table one day, under the rule, 
viz: 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States be requeat- 


ed w communicate to the Senate (if not, in his opinion, incon- 
sistent with the public interest) copies of any correspondence 
between the Government of Great Britain and the minister ef 
the United Sates at London, on the subject of the destruction of 
the steamboat Caroline, which may not have been heretofore 
publicly communicated to either House of Congress. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. WRIGHT said that some days ago he pre- 
sented a memorial from the Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York city, on the subject of the 
warehousing system, and proposed to refer it to 
the Committee on Finance; and that motion, at the 
solicitation of the Senator from Connecticut, and 
by bis consent, was postponed until Senators might 
have an opportunity to read the memoria), (which 
was ordered to be printed,) and enable them to 
vote understandingly on the question of reference. 
The proposition to resume the subject had been 
delayed, that certain Senators who were absent 
might return to their places, and vote on the ques- 
tion. He now moved to take up the memorial, 
with a view to its reference. He wonld merely 
make the motion, for he did not desire to occupy 
the attention of the Senate, under the conviction 
of his own mind that the warehousing system, 
however arranged, must be, in the business of Con- 
gress, a financial system,and not one of commercial 
regulation. He was confident that, if Senators 
had read the memorial, they would agree with him 
that the memorialists viewed the question as one 
of finance, and which only iucidentally affected the 
commerce of the country. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the mo ion to re- 
fer this memorial, which was made some days 
since, was po-tponed, at bis request, with a view 
to examine the memorial in comnexion with the 
proposed reference, for the purpose of enabling 
him to see whether there was anything in it that, 
with propriety, might be made a subject of refer- 
ence to the Committee on Finance. The perusal 
by him of the document, so far from changing his 
opinion expressed to the Senate, that the subject 
was primarily and principally one of commercial 
regu'ation, and not of finance, had but confirmed 
it, It would be seen that the warehousing system, 
as argued in this memoria', was one principaliy 
to increase the trade of the country, to ben- 
efit the importing in'erests—to give to the jim- 
porters and the factor the benefits that, under the 
cash system of duties, hey do not now enjoy—the 
benefits of such a credit system as was afforded by 
means of dock-warrants. He contended that the 
object of the warehousing system, as was stated 
in the memorial, was to build up the commercial 
marine of the United States. 

Mr. H. spoke at some length upon the subject 
of the English warehousing system, which, though 
it was characterized asa liberal one, took care to 
carry out one prineiple—that of securing a home 
market at the expense of all other commercial 
countries. He then viewed ihe system as proposed 
by the memoria!, as one to benefit merchants of 
sma!i means, and to counteract the bad effect of 
the present system of cash duties, which gave a 
monopoly in trade to large capitalists. 

Messrs. WRIGHT and KING spoke at some 


length upon the subject, maintaining that the | 


warehousing system was one pre-eminently of 
finance—especialiy so, as it might have the 
tendency to withhold from the treasury, for the 
present, some portions of the revenue which were 
indispensably necessary to carry on the operations 
of Government. They argued, that, so far as the 
system went either to increase or diminish the pres- 
ent amount of revenues, it was a question of 
finance; and that it would have the effect to di- 
minish them, it was very probab'e. They, therefore, 
thought there could be no doubt as to the propriety 
of referring the memorial to the Commitiee on 
Finance. 

Mr. SIMMONS wade some remarks in favor of 
the reference of the memorial to the Committee on 
Commerce, believing that it was a question of 
commercial regulaiion merely. 

Mr. WRIGHT demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question of reference to the Committee on Fi- 
bance, which were ordered; and the question being 
pa', it was decided in the negative—yeas 17, nays 
“7 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the memo- 




















CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





rial was then referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 
NAVAL NOMINATIONS 


Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, move the Senate to go into the copsider- 
ation of executive business, with a view to make 
disposition of the naval nominations. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from Thomas 
S. Easton, stating that he had an admirable inven- 
tion to preventthe explosion of steam-boilers, and 
praying that Congress would authorize some mode 
by which to ascertain which, of all the inventions 
for that object, was the best: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


THE OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. LINN moved that the Senate proceed to 
the unfinished business of yesterday; which was 
agreed to. , 

The bill providing for the occupation and settle- 
ment of the Territory of Oregon was then taken 


up. 

"Toe CHAIR stated that the question pending 
was on concurring with the amendments made in 
commitiee of the whole. 

Mr LINN moved to amend the bill in the 231 
line, by inserting a provision saving to the gran- 
tees of land all claim to ittill patented; and prohib- 
iting liens, transfers, &c., (as will be seen in the 
amended bill below.) 

This amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BATES suggested a verbal amendment, 
which Mr. LINN accepted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN thought the bill might be 
freed from some ground of objection, by striking 
out the TmRD section, which related to the appoint- 
ment of two additional judges for the Territory 
of Iowa to attend to the business of the Oregon 
Territory, in which there was, as yet, scarcely any 
population. It would be time enough hereafier, 
when settlers were numerous enough to require it, 
to legislate for the Occasion. x 

Mr. LINN explained that in 1839 memorials 
from Massachusetts showed that 3,000 emigrants 
from that place would probably proceed to the 
Oregon Territory, if assured that they would there 
enjoy the protection of the laws of the United 
Siates. But they would not go, unless this assurance 
was given. He would suggest that, for the present, 
probably one judge would be enough to provide 
for. It should also be recollected that it was dis- 
cretionary with the President to make the appoint- 
ment, which he would not do till called for. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was satisfied that one judge 
should be allowed. 

The amendment was so made. 

Mr. TAPPAN objected to the indefinite power 
given to the President to make military posts from 
Arkansas and Missouri to the mouth of the Colum- 
bia river. 

This point was discussed by Messrs. LINN, 
TAPPAN, and BENTON; and, at the suggestion 
of the latter, an amendment was adopted, limiting 
ihe military posts to stockades and block-houses, 
not exceeding five in number. 

Mr. TAPPAN made another objection; but it 
was removed by an explanation from Mr. FUL- 
TON, pointing out a provision in the bill on the 
subject. 

The amendments were all concurred in; and the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
as amended, as follows: 


A bill to authorize the adoption of measures for the occupation 
and settlement of the Territory of Oregon, for extending cer- 
tain portions of the laws of the United States over the same, 
and for other purposes, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America inCongress assembled, 
That the President ofthe United Statesis hereby authorized and 
required to cause to be erected, at suitable places and distances, 
a line of stockade and blockhouse forts, not exceeding five in 
number, from some point on the Missouri and Arkansas riv- 
ers into the best pass for entering the valley of the Oregon; 
and, also, at or near the mouth of the Columbia river. 

‘Vhat provision hereafter shall be mare by law to secure 
and grant six hundred and forty acres, or One section of land, 
to every white male inhabitant of the Territory of Oregon, of 
the age of eighteen years and upward, who shall cultivate and 
use the same for five consecutive years; or to his heir or heirs- 
at law, if such there be, in case of his decease. And to every 
such inhabitant or cultivator (being a matried man) there sha!! 
be granted, in addition, one hundred and sixty acres to the wife 
of said husband, and the like quantity of one hundred and six- 
ty acres to the father for each child under the age of eighteen 
years he may have, or which may be born within the five years 
aforesaid. 





That no sale, alienation, or contract of any & 

valid, of such lands, before the patent is hens = shall be 
shall the same be liableto be taken in execution, or bound ne 
any judgment, mortgage, or lien, ofany kind, before the by 
is so issued; and all pretended alienations or contrac: 
alienating such lands, made before the issuing of the ee 
o- be null and wae cqetens So settler himself, hig Wife, of 
widow, or against his heirs-at-law, or against pu 

the issuing of the patent. Shins Perches shee 

Thatthe President is hereby authorized and required ig 
point two additional Indian agents, with a salary of two the, 
sand dojlarseach, whose duty it shall be (under his gj - 
por = rend to ee bag ogee of the United 
with any orevery Indian tribe west of any agenc 
lished by law. 7 Ree Oot -aty, 

That the sum of one hundred thousand dollars be a Propria 
ted, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropria, 
ted, to carry into effect the provisions of this act. , 

Sgro. 2. And be ut further enacted, That the civil and crim 
nal jurisdiction of thesupreme court and district courts of tie 
Territory of lowa, be, and the same is hereby, extended o; 
that part of the Indian territories lying west of the present lim, 
its ef the said Territory of Iowa, and south of the forty-ninth 
po. of north latitude, and west of the Rock Mountains 
and north of the boundary line between the Wnited Btates 
and the Republic of Texas, not included within the liming 
of any State; and also, over the Indian territories comprisi 
the Rocky mountains and the country between them and the 
Pacific ocean, south of fifty-four degrees and forty minutes of 
north latitude, and north of the forty-second degree of north 
latitude; and justices of the peace may be appointed for the 
said territory, in the same manner and with the same Werg 
as now provided by law in relation to the Territory of lows: 
Provided, That any subject of the Government of Great Bri. 
ain, who shall have been arrested under the provisions of this 
act for any crime alleged to have been committed within the 
territory westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains, while the 
same remains free and open to the vessels, citizens, and subjects 
of the United States and of Great Britain, pursuant to stipyla. 
tions between the two powers, shall be delivered up, on proof 
of his being such British subject, to the nearest or most cop. 
venient authorities having cognizance of such offence by the 
laws of Great Britain, for the purpose of being prosecuted and 
tried according to such laws. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That one associate judge 
of the supreme court of the Territury of Iowa, in addition to 
the number now authorised by law, may, in the discretion of 
the President, be appointed, to hold his office by the same tenure 
and for the same time, receive the same compensation, and 
possess all the powers and authority conferred by law upon 
the assoviate judges of the said Territory; and one judicial dis. 
trict shall be organized by the said supreme court, in addition 
to the existing number, in reference to the jurisdiction con. 
ferred by this act; and a district court shall be held in the 
said district by the judge of the supreme court, at such times 
and places as the said court shall direct; and the said district 
court shall possess al] the powers and authority vested in the 
present district courts of the said Territory, and may, in like 
manner, appoint its own clerk. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enueted, That any justice of the 
peace, appointed in and for the territories described in the sec. 
ond section of this act, shall have power to cause all offenders 
against the laws of the United States to be arrested by such per. 
sons as they shall appvint for that purpose, and to commit 
such offenders to safe custody for trial, in the same cases ani 
in the manner provided by law in relation to the Territory of 
Iowa; and to cause the offenders so committed to be conveyed 
tothe place appointed for the holding of a district court for the 
said Territory of lowa, nearest and most convenient to the place 
of such commitment, there to be detained for trial, by such 
persons as shall be authorized for that purpose by any ju 
of the supreme court, or any justice of the peace of the said 
Territory; or where such offenders are British subjects, to cause 
them to be delivered to the nearest or most convenient British 
authorities, as hereinbefore provided; and the expenses of such 
commitment, removal, and detention, shall be paid in the same 
manner as previded by law in respect to the fees of the 
of the said Territory. 


Senate bill No. 31, settling the value of foreign 
coins of gold and silver circulating in the United 
States, was taken up as in committee of the whole, 
and read. 

Mr. BENTON made a few remarks in oppési- 
tion to any action being taken on this bill at the 
present session. He was but imperfectly heard in 
the reporter’s gallery, but was understood to te 
opposed to the bill altogether. He read from 
Childs & Co.’s Priee Current, Philadelphia, the fol- 
lowing comment on this identical bill, which wa 
reported to the Senate at the last session: 


NEW GOLD ‘AND SILVER BILL. : 

A bill of incalculable importance to the currency of the Uo 
ted States has been reported by the Senate Finance Committee, 
providing— . 

Sec. 1. Gold, of British coinage, of oe finenes, 
(22 carats,] shall be a legal tender at 94 6-10ths cts. per dt; 
French, of 899-1000ths fineness, (21 carats 2 4-10ths gis,] # 

2 9.10chs cts. per dwt. ; 

Sec. 2. Spanish pillar dollars, and dollars of Mexico, Per 
and Bolivia, of 897-1000ths fineness and 415 grs. % 
be received at 100 cents; and five-franc pieces of France 
cents, 

Sec. 3 provides for assays atthe mint. ; 

Sec. 4 repeals all former acts making foreign coins cutrett. 


By the act of 1834, foreign gold coins are received at— 
English, Brazilian, and Portuguese, 22 carats fine, 94 8 0c 
French, 21 car. 2 4-10ths grains, fine, 93 1-10 cts. 
Spanish, Mexican, and Colombian, 20 carats, 1 7-16h 
fine, 89 9.10 cts. ; silver 
Other pone me received at the mint assay, and 
coins generally by tale. 
We have included in brackets the carat for comparien, 
thoug! it is found at the United States mint that Boer ae 
yields but LS gold in 1,000 parts, instead of 9165, 


legal standard of 22 carats. 


Before the act of 1834, gold, because of its reduced valve 
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